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TO THE 


RIGHT HONOURABLE | 
JOHN HELY HUTCHINSON, 
_ 8 5 PRINCIPAL SECRETARY OF STATE, 
5 A* 


PROVOST or TRINITY COLLEGE, DUBLIN. 


AmMIDSsT.the many uſeful and per- 
manent reforms, from whence rank 
and conſequence may be derived to 
this kingdom, Iknow of none to which 
the conſideration of the Legiſlature 
ought more ſeriouſly to be directed than 
that, embracing the preſent ſubject of 2 
. -þ national 
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(vi) 
national education. To1 you, Sir, who 
di preſide over the firſt ſemi- 
' nary of learning in this country, and 
5 who as a ſenator have ever taken an 
active and diſtinguiſhed lead in pro- 
moting and forwarding its proſperi ity 
and independence, I have purpoſely 
dedicated the following pages. An oc- 
caſion may ſoon preſent itſelf, and that 
J truſt not far diſtant, when the more 
urgent buſmeſs of the ſtate firſt ar- 


ranged and ſettled, the promiſed theme 


of education may once more engage 
the attention of the ſenate; under your 

auſpices, the tender but neglected 
branch, may yet be taught how beſt to 
bloom with leafy honours and becom- 
ing pride; the helpleſs and indigent 
fcion, engrafted on the uſeful ſtock of 
learning, branch forth with luxuriance 
and Foes induſtry flouriſn; and the 
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community at large benefited and en- 
riched by ſo humane and cultivated 


The ſyſtem I have ventured to ſub- 
mit to your conſideration, is not I, con- 
ceive, Sir, the leſs worthy attention, 
Teeing that it has aſſumed ſimplicity as 
a model, by conſulting which, and re- 
| jecting every meaſure that might look 
like experiment or novelty, reſpecting 


the economy of the ſeveral free ſchoolss 


generouſly ſupported by Parliament in 
this kingdom, the preſent plan pro- 
feſſes to reſtore to theſe inſtitutions 
that active ſpirit and energy, without - 
which they muſt ceaſe longer to be of 
any uſe, and in other reſpects to cor- 
rect thoſe abuſes, which have too long 
retarded their operations, ſullied their 
. Purity, and which for a ſeries of years 
8 3 have 
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have moſt diſgracefully prevailed; to 


the reproach of national character. 
In addition to which, I have ſubmitted 


the further neceſſity of adopting other 
new ſchools, founded on ſuch liberal 


principles, as to ſecure the greateſt be- 
nefits to ſociety, without attempting to 
blend or confound the revenues of the 
former in aid or ſupport of the latter, 
or without deeming it neceſſary that 
the one eſtabliſhment ſhould borrow 


its exiſtence from any or either of thoſe 
which have obtained the ſanction of 


Parliament; but have contented myſelf | 
merely with recommending ſuch new 


helps and additional improvements, 
generally ſuited to the ſubject of free- 


ſchools, which if in part inſtantly 
adopted, or gradually and occaſionally 
extended in the whole, cannot fail of 
ending uſeful, and as it were regene- 

rating 


N 

rating the great bulk of the poor of 

this country, eſpecially thoſe of tender 

years; whom the firſt legiſlators in all 

ages have adopted as the children of the 

ſtate, by providing for their education 
and ſupport, and fitting them for that 
ſociety, of which they had otherwiſe 
been uſeleſs and unnoticed members. 


i New and ſplendid plans have lately 
engaged the eye of public attention, on 
the ſubject of national education, 
which, although -replete with uſeful 
matter, if thoroughly examined, will 
be found little applicable to the ſtate 
and condition of this country. Such 
plans, however ſtriking in theory, ſerve 
but to dazzle, if not miſlead the ima- 
gination; but with reſpect to any ſolid 
advantage to be reaped therefrom, can 
never, it is to be feared, impreſs the 


voice 


1 „ ) 


voice of truth, or convey the true and 


genuine luſtre of conviction. 


I account it not a little fortunate, 


that the important ſtation you fill in 


the Univerſity, added to that indefati- 


gable zeal which you have conſtantly 
diſcovered in the cauſe of religion and 
learning, has enabled you to conſider 


the preſent ſubject in a manner worthy 


your abilities and talents ; as a Com- 
miſſioner appointed to inquire into the 
preſent ſtate of public education in this 
| kingdom, and to report a plan agreeable 
8 thereto, the following pages more parti- 
cularly ſolicit your attention; from in- 


quiries like the preſent, information may 


oftentimes be derived, and many uſe- 
ful hints which had otherwiſe been con- 
fined within the breaſts of individuals, 


when made public, may be ſo far me- 
* . | | liorated 


— 
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liöorated by the pencil of diſcernment, 
2 as to acquire a degree of activity and 
8 conſequence, and thence to form no 
*F mean ſupplement to the beſt conſidered 
A aläläläand digeſted ſyſtem. Should the ob- 
= ſervations ſubmitted in the courſe of 
F this inquiry be found deſerving your 
| attention, they muſt acquire additional 
4 N weight from your political abilities; as 
3 by that means a value and authority will 
Z be ſtamped on them, which otherwiſe 
3 perhaps, they had failed in ſecuring, 
I have the hoJour to be, 
e 
1 With much reſpect and eſteem, 


| Your moſt obliged, 
Humble ſervant; 


Fr ANTHONY KING. 
Frederick · ſtr cet, | 
10th September 1793, 
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THOUGHTS 
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- Þo the word Education bald 
not merely the rearing and nurtur- 
ing of youth, but the more ſolid 
ind laſting advantage of impreſſing 
the early habits of religion and in- 
duſtry on the tender mind, which, 
if 'not thus timely reſcued from er- 
for, would otherwiſe be contaminat- 
ed, by an inveterate courſe of de- ; 
praved paſſions and vicious propel 
ities, on nes 

3 As 


As the mind may truly be ſaid 
to be chat intellectual ſpark, or ra- 
tional characteriſtic, which diſtin- 
Zuiſhes and exalts humanity above 
the claſs of other animated beings; 
to communicate, thergfore, to ſo- | 
ciety, the bleſſings flowing from its E | 
cultivation and improvement; to add 0 
to the freedom of a people, by pro- 

moting their independence; to in- 
creaſe the wealth, population, and 
proſperity of a kingdom; and to 
diſſeminate the principles of morality 
and virtue; are objects that claim the 
firſt attention in e well. regu- 
lated far, 


Is forming a ſtructure of. this. 
kind, which, from the unity of its 
parts,. ſhall combine thoſe ſeyeral ad- 
vantages, the Author of 5 Plan 
5 has 


„ 


a has endeavoured to lay down ſuch 


regulations as he conceives are beſt 


dition of this country, and which 
ſeem more immediately connected 


with the polity, conduct, and ma- 


nagement of the ſeveral Free Schools, 


which have ſo long been humanely 


ſupported and kept on foot in Ire- 


land, by the bounty of Parlianient 


and the generous aid of individuals; - 
convinced that, in a diſquiſition like 
the preſent, wherein the intereſt of 


this country is ſo deeply] concerned, 


the 1 improvements here ſubmitted will 
be found indiſpenſably neceſſary to 


the proſperity, health, and well- being 
of ſuch inſtitutions ; if, as to a faith- 
ful and unerring mirror, we have 


recourſe to the page of experience 
for inſtruction on that ſubject. 5 
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ſuited to the general ſtate and con- 


FE 


In every political conſtitution the 


| object of Government may be ſaid 
- to be two fold; firſt, to prevent the 
vices of mankind ; and, next, to re- 


train them. To attain the firſt of 5 


"Hue, it will be neceſſary to have 
recourſe to Education, which ſeems 
happily calculated to e vice in 
its origin, and to eradicate it effectu- 
ally from the adoleſcent mind. The 
latter is performed by coercion. The 
one is the tender duty of a father; 
che other the unrelenting drudgery 


of | a maſter ; but both are indiſpen- 
fable duties of government, and ought 
to be. made concurrent branches "7 


wy None tyſtem. 


The ingenious Mr. Locke, in tis 
treatiſe on Education, maintains its 
chief buſineſs to conſiſt in ſettling in 
the minds of youth good habits, and 


the 


Gt 
the principles of virtue and wiſdom ; 
to give them, by little and little, a 
view of mankind; to work them in- 
to a love of what is excellent and 
praiſe-worthy, and in the proſecution 
of it to give them vigour, activity, 
and induſtry; ſince, according to the 
ſame able writer, by an early atten- 
tion to learning the mental faculties 
become uſefully exerciſed and em- 
ployed; whence application ſucceeds, 
which is ſure to create a reliſh for 
what induſtry is afterwards incited to 
perfect and complete. 


I conceive it has long been an ac- 
knowledged axiom in politics that in- 

duſtry is always commenſurate to the 
firſt rudiments of education, imbibed 
by the youthful mind; or, in other 
other words, in order effectually to 
15 work 


COX | 
work a profit to the ſtate, to be in- 
duſtrious, a man muſt have early felt 
the impreſſions of religion and edu- 
cation. 


f 


This propoſition carries with it 
ſuch conviction on the human mind, 
that it is preſumed it ſtands in little 
need of illuſtration ; fince it is to be 
' obſerved, that the moſt ingenious 
artiſt, when unaſſiſted by the leſſons 
of morality and religion, can never 
eſſentially promote the intereſt of that 
community to which he belongs, by 
any permanent advantage to be de- 


rived from the exerciſe of his abili- 


ties; contaminated in principle, his 
talents, however ſplendid, ſoon loſe 
their original luſtre, and become ob- 
ſcure; diſtracted by the allurements 
of vice, he is NY ſeduced from 
ow | „ the 
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che path of rectitude; his abilities, 
too ſoon impaired by a courſe of 


error and diſſipation, often fail, or 


are proſtituted to the vileſt purpoſes; 
he diſclaims the reward which the 


virtuous mind ever propoſes as the 


object of its purſuits, until, at length, 


ſunk into a ſtate of ſupine indolence, 


he too frequently terminates a life 


of criminal indulgence, his ſuperio- 


| rity blaſted, by a continued courſe of 
immorality, intoxication, and exceſs. 


—On the contrary, the man initiated 
in the ſchool of virtue, and early 
nurſed in religious habits, feels a 
pleaſure in dedicating his time to 
the ſervice of the ſtate, from whence - 
he is ſure to derive a competence, 
the more flattering, as it is acquired 
by the Krict rules of n and 
virtue. INE 

With 
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With reſpect to the MER to be 
purſued by me in the preſent inquiry, 
I ſhall, on account of the general. uti- 
ty of the meaſure, point out the im- 

_ '/ mediate neceſſity of adopting certain 
Free-Schools in addition to thoſe other 
public inſtitutions already patronized 


by Parliament; founded, however, on 
ſuch liberal and tolerant principles, 
as, I truſt, will be thought beſt like- 
ly to produce the moſt extenſive ad- 
vantages to the community. And in 


the next place I ſhall pay a cloſe at- 
" tention to the different other Free- 
Schools, and public ſeminaries, diſ- 
perſed through this kingdom; and, 
by taking a Ari ſurvey of the nu- 
merous defects diſcoverable in the 


conduct and management of ſame, 

ſuggeſt ſuch uſeful obſervations as 

may moſt 4 tend to reſtore 
120 i 
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them to * conſequence, ſplendour, 
and dignity, which ſhould ever be 
the characteriſtic of public inſtitu- 


tions. 


It Is much to be lamented" that 
the original foundation of dioceſan 
ſchools in this kingdom has become 
1o ſhamefully perverted, and the laud- 
able purpoſes for which they were at 
firſt eſtabliſhed well-nigh defeated | 
and deſtroyed : to warrant which aſ- 
ſertion, it may perhaps be unneceſſary 
at this day to remark, that there has 
been not only groſs miſmanagement _ 
in the conduct of theſe {chools, but 
errors and abuſes have crept in, which 
are now grown inveterate from length 
of time, to remedy which the legi- 
Te in their wiſtom, have not 
5 long 


* 3 


long ſince judiciouſly ſet on foot a 
parliamentary inquiry, in order, if 
"is, to remove thoſe imperfec- 


ions and defects which had well-nigh 


threatened the diſſolution of ſuch 
ſchools. Could a plan, therefore, be 
| deviſed, conſiſtent with the Jaws now 
in force reſpecting Free-Schools, which 
aims not at innovation or change, 
but which, on examination, will be 
found to produce thoſe very advan- 


tages which ſuch excellent laws were 


originally defigned to communicate, 
by ſtirring up afreſh that flame which 
was calculated to give them anima- 


tion and effect; and by breathing * 


new ſpirit within them; could the 
cloud, which has fo long obſcured 


their luſtre, be diſpelled, the matters 


ſo juſtly complained of would quick- 


ly. 


I 
{; 13; 7 
ly vaniſh, and the way to induſtry 
and improvement be eaſy and ac- 


ceſſible. 


18 begin, therefore, in the order 
inſiſted on by this plan, I ſhall firſt 
propole a few rules reſpecting the eſta- 
bliſhment of certain new ſchools, 
founded on the moſt liberal and en- 
larged plan; and, agreeable to theſe _ 
rules, 1 ſhall ſubmit ſuch improve- | 
ments and regulations as are inti- 
mately connected with their conſti- 
tution and , 


Firſt Do by the wiſdom of 
Parliament, Free-Schools have been 
eſtabliſhed in the ſeveral dioceſes in 
This kingdom, in addition thereto, it 
18 Propoſed, that other ſchools be 
inſtituted, in the nature of Sunday 


"4 Ba 


Schools, 


6 
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Schools, and ſubject to the regulations 


herein-after more fully expreſſed, to 


be diſtinguiſhed by the name of Fro. 


vincial Schools, 


Secondly. That ſuch new ſchools 


| be eſtabliſhed in or near the moſt po- 
pulous ſhire-towns and principal cities 


in each province, to which the youth 
of both ſexes, whoſe negeſſitous and 


deſerted condition ſtands in need of 


the pr otection of the ſtate, Thall have 
free admiſſion, without any reſpect 


had, or diſtinction obſerved, as to 


the religious principles of ſuch chil- 


dren. 


Thirdly. That proper perſons, duly 


Aualified for their abilities and mo- : 


rals, together with an adequate num- 


ber of 9 be mma by 


Government, 
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Government, with ſuitable ſalaries, for 
the purpoſe of inſtructing and edu- 
eating the poor children admitted to 
ſuch ſchools, and for edges 


tion and management © 


them. | 
FTourthly. That to theſe additional 
ſchools ſo to be eſtabliſhed, reſpective 
governors be appointed by the Lord 
Lieutenant aſſiſted by the Privy Coun- 
cil, conſiſting of fifteen perſons, reſi- 
dent in the particular dioceſe where 
ſuch ſchools ſhall be inſtituted, of 8 
which number the Archbiſhop or 
Biſhop of ſuch dioceſe, as the caſe 
ſhall happen, to be always one, who 
| ſhall be armed with powers to viſt 
theſe ſchools twice at leaſt in the year, 
to hear, inſpect, and redreſs all grier- 
ances that in any ſort relate to the 
management and government of theſe 


ſeminaries 
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— is a principal object of the pre- 
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og 2 « ; EE) 33 8 6711 We 9e” Wlky: 
ſeminaries, as to them, or à majority 


of them when met on that occaſion, 


ſhall ſeem expedient, to be laid be- 
fore a ſtanding committee, compoſed 
of Lords and Commons in Parlia- 
ment, ſpecially to be ſtruck for that 


purpoſe at the commencement of 
each and every feflion of Parliament, 
as in the caſe of fimilar committees ; 


and that an equal number of Lords 


and Commons be choſen for chat 
purpoſe, who ſhall be empowered to 


fit once a-year at leaſt, or as often as 


thall be found neceſſary, for the hear- 
ing and determining the matters ſo 


referred to them; a report whereof 
to be ſubmitted by them to the Lord 
Lieutenant and Privy Council for 


their confideration. 
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ſent inquiry; a plan which, I truſt, 


will be found to produce the greateſt 
national advantages, if carried into 


execution, and adopted on the com- | 


prehenſive ſcale it is capable of be- 
1 ing extended. And here it may not 


be amiſs previouſly to make ſome few 
curſory obſervations on the Proteſtant 
Charter-Schools of this kingdom in- 
ſtitutions which are ſo cloſely con- 


nected with that ſyſtem of educa- 


tion, the immediate ſubject propoſed 
to be diſcuſſed. 


When we come to conſider tlie 
number of Proteſtant Free-Schools in 


this kingdom, it will be found that 


in the ſeveral counties of Ireland 


Charter- Schools have been eſtabliſhed, 
ſave only in the three following, to 
wit, the counties of Fermanagh, Ca- 


van, 


68 

van, and Leitrim. To carry, there- 
fore, the rules above-mentioned into 
due and complete effect, the Author 
of this plan propoſes that, beſides the 
Proteſtant Charter-Schools at preſent 
eſtabliſhed, eight new ſchools be en- 
dowed by Parliament, two in each 
province in this kingdom, as an ear- 
neſt of that improvement which, by 
| a due attention to the rules here laid 
down, is ſoon likely to extend its 
influence through the kingdom; an 
event that muſt neceſſarily take place, 
when we conſider that the revenues 
appropriated for the fupport of theſe 
ſchools, by fluxion of time, may be 
to augmented, that ſimilar inſtitu- | 
tions, from ſuch redundancy, may be 
added to their number, founded on 
the ſame ſpirit of toleration, through 
e bounty and generoſity of indi- 


: __- viduals, 


3 5 
viduals, who daily witneſs their great 
utility and national importance in ſo- 
ciety. That theſe new ſchools, two in 
each province, be ſituated in or contigu- 
| ous to the moſt populous ſhire-towns 
or cities, as expreſſed in theſe rules, 
and in other reſpects ſo judiciouſly 
diſpoſed with refpect to their diſtance 
from the dioceſan ſchools already . 
ſtituted, and the Proteſtant Charter- 
ſchools above mentioned, that an 
equal and generous ſpirit of educa- 
tion be thereby diffuſed through the 
whole kingdom; to effect which, for 
uniformity's ſake, it is ſubmitted, 
whether it would not be adviſeable 
that three of thoſe eight ſchools be 
built in the ſeveral counties laſt de- 
feribed, to wit, the counties of Ca- 
van, © ermanigh, and Leitrim, in 
"which no Proteſtant Charter-Schools 
; 1 | e 


8 * 9 
R 


eee 
cz 2 


— 1 45 
N N 9 * 33 n M þ l 
2 — N 4 
= n n #72 waa _ — 4 — 
* — o x — os en, 
CS. —— ———— . ce 2 Gi — . 1 


r en I Fs 2 3 
— . ee eter Y 


* 


nee Nl 
— — —— — 


(6 2 IIS e „„a 


„„. 
e : 


ts a MIY'\- 
——A—U— 


—— — — 


— — wÜdbᷣ — * 


w ——— — ů˙̃ — 


— 2 — d 
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are found to exiſt. That ſuch new] 
0o0ls. be diſtinguiſhed by the name 
of Provincial Schools, to be free for 
the admiſſion of poor children of 
both ſexes; and that one of theſe Pro- 
vincial Schools be wholly ſet apart 
for the admiſſion of boys, the o 
tor that of girls, agreeable to the 
butlines of this plan, as expreſſed. in 
the firſt and ſecond rules above pre- 
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And here, Whilſt I recommend a 


| reform, I may poſſibly be 
aſked, hy the Free Schools hitherto 
eſtabliſhed i in this kingdom, and e. 
Ceally thoſe diſtinguiſhed by the name 
of Dioceſan Schools, have ſo rapidly 
| declined? To which, 1 in anſwer, I do 
not heſitate to pronounce, that th 


theſe inſti- 
tutions 


EE IE 

tations have been perverted; derives 
their origin from the impolitic exclu- 
ſion of the children of che poor 
Who, by this means, have been de- 
nied the benefits of a regular educa- 

tion; to prevent which, in future, 
- the Author of this plan recommends 
it as a regulation indiſpenſably ne- 
ceſſary to be adhered to, that none 

other be admitted to theſe additional 

neu fchools,. fave only the children 

of the poor; a principle which, if 

attended to, will be found co- exiſtent 

with the proſperity, and ſo inter wo- 1 

ven with the conſtitution of theſe 
ſchools, as to be productive of every 

good, they are intended to commu- 

nicate: for, what meaſure can reflect ; 

greater luſtre! on Parliament, than 

to afford protection to children ant 

* deſcription, by reſcuing the in- 

5s C2 + +> SOD digent EE. 


digent and teh; from the 
perils that await on ignorance and: 
Want; nurturing their tender minds, 
and educating! chem in a courſe of 
religion and morality; matters that, 
are ſure to be attended with the moſt: 
beneficial OH qa to ſociety. 
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N To give 10 plan, et as 
deſired effect, it is propoſed, that each 
of theſe additional Provincial Schools 

conſiſt of a certain number of chil- 
dren in proportion to the papula- 
tion, internal reſources, and quality 
of the country where ſuch F ree- 7 
Schools ſhall be eſtahliſhed; ta which _ 
ſchools be indiſcriminately admitted 
as welle the children of Proteſtants as 

— ene n of; the 


wr; profilin the} Proceſtane ror 


, 4 
8 “70 Þ with 


f 


J 


cm). 


winks * deputy or deputies, 11 requir- 
ed, be appointed by Government to 


ſuperintend and direct the ſchools ſpe- 


cially ſet apart for the boys, ſo far 


"oy concerns their education, purſuant 
to the rules herein-before ſpecially _ 
| premiſed; the head master or princi- 


pal at the falary of C.— a year, the 
deputies at the ſalary of . n 
at an diſcretion of Governnient. | 


rr 
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That as well the ſeveral maſters 


and deputies, 'as the  under-officers, 


whoſe buſineſs it is to preſide over 


and manage the internal economy of 


theſe ſchools, 41d to whoſe hore ink 
mediate care the maintenance and ſup- 


port of theſe poor children belong, 


ſhall, beſides their reſpective ſalaries 
to Which they may be entitled, be 


ner In with convenient ac- 


a S + © 


Shu commodations, 


5 


m ge ane — — 
2 0 tres cn 


622) 


 commodations, difpoſed. = fined, o 
their nn, ere e ee 


2 


That fon 2 en of r 
ing and educating the female _ 
dren, diſcreet_ females be appointed 
in like manner by Government, duly: -- 
qualified for that truſt, conſiſting / of 
a principal, who. ſhall profeſs the pro- 
teſtant religion, and a competent 
number of aſſiſtants or managers, 
with adequate ſalaries and ike ac- 
commodatibns ; the principal at aj ſa- 
lary of 4 — a-year, the aſhſtants ang 


managers at a ſalary of Lon ea, 


at the diſcretion of Government. 


That not puly 5 . proper ac- 
| commadations, be ſet apart, for the 
different perſons who ſhall be entruſt- 


ed with the management and ſuper · 
intendence 


\ 
| intendence of theſe ſchools, but cht 
eerrtain acres of land be appropriated, 
"IP fufficientiy commodious to ſerve the 


way : < ; Purpoſes of each ſchool, to be laid out 5 
1 for a garden, and contiguous thereto, 1 
zn additional plot or area, for the 
5 3; > : children to exerciſe in, at hours that 

| may not interfere with ſchool bu- 
= Z 
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That the boys be carefully inſtruct- 
ed in reading and writing Englifſn 
with propriety, in arithmetic, mathe- 

matics, and the doctrine of mecha- 
nies; and that ſuch part of the fore 

Zoing education be adopted by the 

female ſchools, as is moſt commonly 
ſulted to ard genius m ene of 
girls, 1 | 


4655 
* 


1 


ws. 
That both boys and Sirls, in their 
| Fin and reſpeQive ſchools, on every 
Sunday in the year, be critically: exa- 
mined 1 in the principles of the Chriſ- 
tian religion, by. thoſe entruſted with ; 
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the management and ee Be of | 
theſe ſchools, or perſons to be au- 
thoriſed by them, and that all in- 
3 diſcriminately be obliged to attend 1 
ſdthe reſpective places of Divine wor- 
| ſhip, ſuited to their ſeveral perſua- 
de whither che perſons who ſhall 
have the care of their education, 
their parents or connexions, or in caſe 
of their abſence, diſcreet and proper 
perſons, to be deputed for the pur- 
pole, ſhall accompatſy theſe children, 
the better to enforce a decent and 
_efpectiul. carriage and behaviour, 
during the time of Divine ſervice. 1 
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That 


. 
Tbat beſides. the. mode of educa- 


; tion abofe- preſcribed, which. more 


immediately conſults the cultivation 


of the mind and refinement of the 
Ot morals, it is further propoſed that 

the children of both ſexes, at ſet 
intervals, be exerciſed and inſtructed 


in ſuch works of induſtry as ſhall 


be found beſt adapted to their ſeve- 


ral. capacities, and more particularly 


ſuited to the reſpective ages and ſex 


of theſe Poor. children, ſach as ncedle- 


work, ſpinning, knitting, and ſuch 


other uſeful and profitable ner 
ments. 


. To compaſs which, and to provide- 
for the. maintenance and ſupport of 


theſe children, it is recommended that 
a certain annual ſum be granted by 
Parliament, as well to defray, the ex- 

85 3 


199 
pences of Sieting, lodging, clothing . 
and maintaing chem, as for providing 
convenient materials and implements 
where with to exerciſe their induſtry, 

5 as there is nothing which promiſes 
more ſtability to | theſe inſtitutions, no- 
thing which more effectually renders _ 
children of this deſcription deſerv- 

ing and uſeful members of ſociety, : 
than to blend and affociate the ha- 
bits of induſtry with their ſtudies, 

that both may i operate to the exclu- 
ſion of vicious diſpoſitions, which are 
ever found to originate in idleneſs, 


and the want of that early employ- 


ment, which ſeems to well calculat- 
p; 


ed' to fill up rt, licentious vacancy 
of the mind. N 


+ 


And Perc, with reſpect 68 the 
works in which children are Ukely 


yt 


to 


"0 3 
to be' moſt [ſucceſsfully and ufefully 
employed, the obſervations ſubmitted 
ſome years ſince by the late Reverend 
Archdeacon Gaſt, addreſſed to the 
Dublin Society, touching the Pariſh 
| Charity-Schools in the city of Dub» 
lin, ſeems to bid faireſt for general 
improvement, and come- ſpecially re- 
commended, eſpecially as that learned 
gentleman for many years was con- 
verſant with the genius. and diſpoſi- 
tion of youth, and made education 
a principal part of his ſtudy; not to 
quote bis ideas, therefore, on this 
| ſubjeQ, would be injuſtice to his me- 
mory. His words are cheſe, i 27 
4 In the employing of children in 
“this claſs: of ſchools; particular re- 
** gard ſhould be had: to the trades 
and occupations. which they are 
. « likely 
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likely to exerciſe, and the former 
« ſhould, as far as poſſible, be ſo con- 
mY trived as to. help- on their ; profi- 


<'ciency in the latter; above all; theſe 
employments ſhould be of a na- 
ture to render the boys ſupple of 
* limb, familiar with labour, and 


„ apt for mechanical work. 


« The moſt promiſing ſcheme, 


therefore, ſeems to be, by all means, 
1 to employ them not in one deter- 


5 e particular trade; but to deviſe oc- 
cupations for them, of which they 


„ may afterwards avail themſelves, 


— 


40 whatever trade they may chance 
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pa wy og” — —— 


* to follow; occupations which may 
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“e diſcipline and ſtrengthen their bo- 
* dies, which may open anll give 
$,, play to their invention, and con- 
5 tribute 
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« tribute to render them, wherever 
their lot is caſt, ingenious and ac- 
81 tive artizans. whe ſs Tout ! JA: 


. «. Suppoſe, then, that for this pur- 
« -poſe, boys of this claſs were to be 
« [taken altogether out of the hands 
of their parents, and lodged and 
maintained at the public expence, 

and after ſome portion of time 
alloted to the buſineſs of reading 
© and writing, to be trained,” as their 

% years will permit it, in the uſe 
of the plane; chiſfel, Her, ind 
* rule and compaſs, and by ? degrees 
© brought acquainted with the t turn- 
4 ing lathe. e eee een, 
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„ Suppoſe a miſter were em mployed 
to give them an infight into the 


78 e and management of the ſe- 
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+, veral tools, and to practice them; 
« what: a benefit would this -be to 


the public? Theſe very labours 


ce would cauſe an exertion of ſtrength, 
“ and. nothing improves the ſtrength 


+ ſo, much, as the exertion of it; they 


«. would widen the/cheſts of theſe 
„ little workmen, | brace their arms, 
« and give them dexterity and pli- 
« ancy of body; boys thus reared 
% would be excellent in; our fleets, 


and chiefly in country : ſervices, 
inured to labour and expert in put- 


ting their hands to many little ne- 


Ceſſaries, which often, through want 


* of ſuch. a reſource, and at a diſ- 


*« tance eſpecially from any town of 


„ note, are now very inſufficiently 


« ſupplied by ſome lame and awk- 


ward cantivan e. 0 
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6 Bad brings thus employed, thoſe 
* among them, eſpecially of good na- 
« tural abilities, would ſoon learn. 
« contrivance and deſign, and the uſe 
0 of the rule and compaſſes would 
4 ſoon inſtruct them in proportion and 
6 © mechaniſm. Children, beſides, are 
04 < apt; to imitate; and for that pur- 
4 « poſe. they might have, before them 
10 ſome of the more curious German 
« toys to take pattern by chem, even 
« the making of their own play- 
things might be ſo contrived as to 
6. be 40 them both an improvement 
« and recompenſe—ſo that, at length, 
« they may be enabled, if not to 
« ſurpaſs, at leaſt to equal foreign 
0 nations, | and to prevent that ; 1nun- 
ws dation of foreign wares, which j 18 
« yearly breaking in upon us, and 
« which muſt continue ſo to do un- 
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« til our manufactures approve them- 


& ſelves more worthy of encourage. 
& ment.“ 1 7 FP LP YW 


That this gentleman is well war- 


| tante in his obſervations will be ſeen 
from the opinions of both ancient 
and moderfi writers. Plutarch, in his 

Life of Lycurgus, the famous Spartan. | 
lawgiver, ſpeaking of the neceſſity of 


public education, and the great ad- 
vantages to be derived to the com- 
munity from a ſyſtem of this kind, 
conſiders the children of the poor to 


8 


be more the property of the ſtate than 


of their original parents. And again, 


we read in the ſame author, that one 
of the laws. enacted by Solon, the 
Athenian, prohibited any member of 
the ſtate from contributing either aid 
or ſupport to that parent who had 
1 neglected 


- 2 : 
ne glected the duty he 4 owed- : ſociety, © | 4 
by not bringing up his ſon to ſome — © 
uſeful trade or occupation. : 


N. 
* 


And it is further ingeniouſly ob- 
ſerved by Mr. Aſhe, in his Sentiments 
on, National Education, of which he 
makes induſtry and employment a 
principal part, that labour and traffic 
find their way eaſily to the four 
quarters of the globe, not by vio- 
lence and compulſion, but by volun- 
tary compact; that where the former 
abound, tyranny and oppreſſion can 
never exiſt; but. liberty in its true 
and genuine dreſs, and wealth, will 
ever prevail, to enrich and glad that 
country in which theſe acquirements 
flouriſh. 
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"How 1 Afibetit $ is it, chien, n 
vernment by fubſtituting themſelves 
in the room of their original parents, 
to attend to the education and em · 
ployment nt of the children of che poor, 
if hereafter they ſeriouſly” hope to de- 
rtve any advantage or fupport from 


_ mera and labour? Bert: 818 


. * 2 3 -* 8 7 o » © # 
8 "a MY & l b 1 1 2 4. © 'T "OS | 2 f 
bo * — + ve S * # % 8 6. #4 A &. 4 4 1 X ? % 3 * * 


Having ürged, as There, Gi 
_ teafons for procuring employ- 
ent for the children to be educated 

in my new ſchools, and pointed out 
the ſeveral: works of induſtry as ap- 
proved by men of the beſt diſcern- 
ment, from the practice and exerciſe 
of which, the boys who ſhall be ad 
mitted to theſe feminaries are moſt 
likely, in progreſs of time, to become 
able and expert mechanics, and to 
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become _ uſeful and ſerviceable to 
* ＋ | L | the 


4 


6 

the ſtate; 1 would next propoſe, that 
the number of children to be ad- 
miitted to theſe free afy lurtts be at 
| firſt limited, which it is ſubmitted 
ought to be one hundred. and twen- 
ty, but not lefs than one hnkdred | 
to each new ſchool; chat ths: time 
for their admiſſion Thall be from the 

age of ſeven” to ten years” and up- 
Wards, tb continue therein, until they 
Thall have reſpectively atthinied" their 
fixteenth year; ue" "which period, or 
ſooner, as the caſe may be, Gd ſhall 
be apprenticed out to < | 
ters or © miftrefles when duly Haak 
| fied, from them to learfi their ſeveral 
* trades and myſteries, except only ſuch 
boys whoſe mature under ſtandinngs 
before that time ſhall entitle them to 


be removet to any or either of the 
Dioceſan Schools before - mentioned, 
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there to be ranked on their ſeveral 


foundations, and to undergo a courſe 


of liberal ſtudies, a8 hereafter more 


5 * | a 2 Sto gif Ree” in 
© 3 children, whilſt at theſe 


ſchools, be examined twice in the 
| year, to wit, at Midſummer and 


Chriſtmas, as to their advancement 
in letters; and that occaſional rewards, 


in proportion to their merit, be diſ- 


tributed and conferred on thoſe who 
ſhall have diſtinguithed themſelves on 


that occaſion; of which claſs ſuch 
children whoſe characters ſhall have 
eſcaped reproach ſhall from time to 
: time be ſet apart as fit candidates to 
_ ſupply the places of the free ſcho- 
lars to be admitted on the foundations 
of thoſe other ſeminaries commonly 


known 


* 


known by the name of Dioceſan 
Schools, as herein already propoſed. 


: One other expedient I truſt I ſhall 
be indulged in ſuggeſting, but which, 
for the reaſons I ſhall mention, I 
would not be thought to conſider as 
eſſentially neceſſary to render the fore- 
going inſtitutions completely uſeful, 
T mean that of erecting work-houſes 
contiguous to ſuch fchools, for the 
purpoſe of carrying on and eſtabliſh- 
ing manufactures in each and every 
province where ſuch additional ſchools. 
ſhall be fituated, furniſhed with pro- 
per implements and a convenient ap- 
Paratus for the purpoſe of working 
and exerciſing ſuch manufactures; to 
which houſes theſe children ſhall be 
removed when ſufficiently educated. 


That 
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That the management of theſe 
houſes be committed to perſons tho- 
roughly {killed in ſuch manufactures, 
and that the profits reſulting from 
the labour of theſe children be ap- 
plied in the firſt inſtance to defray 
the expence of their clothing and 
maintenance until they arrive at a 
certain age, or until they ſhall have ac- 
quired a competent knowledge in the 
ſeveral works allotted them for their 
employment ; and afterwards, that they 
be paid like other artiſts, 1 in proportion 
to their ſkill, 
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But as the adopting this meaſure 
by Parliament, would be to anticipate 
that zeal and ſpirit of adventure 
which, with pleaſure, we ſee ſo. pre- 
valent at this day, evidenced in the 

exertions of characters of the firſt 
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able example manufactures of late have 
been eſtabliſhed in different parts of 


this country, and a becoming ſpi rit 


of induſtry promoted and encouraged 
amongſt the lower order of the peo- 
ple; the neceſſity of this laſt im- 
provement will not be found, per- 
haps, ſo urgent for the preſent; eſpe- 
cially when toleration and a happy 
union of ſentiment amongſt men of 
different perſuaſions in the ſtate, have 
with a liberal inſpiration, warmed and 
enlivened the breaſts. of our co 
men, who now no longer think and 


act; ſeparately, but are all equally. Ce- 
mented by one common bond of Nr 
litical intereſt. 
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 Hitherto I have conſidered the ne- 
eeflity of - adopting. two additional 
ſchools 
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ſchools in each province, ſtiled Pro- 
vincial Schools, which, from their 
metropolitical relation to each other, 
it is highly expedient ſhould be con- 
ſtructed on as extenſive à ſcale as 
1 poſſible; inſtitutions that cannot fail 
1 e being multiplied in proportion as 
their good effects fhall have been ex- 
perienced by ſociety; to whoſe boun- 
ty, in this inſtance, they en 
look for ſucceſs. is ety 
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To defray the expences attending 
theſe eight Provincial eſtabliſhments, 
and to complete the whole of the re- 
| form which it is propoſed” ſhall take 
| Place, reſpecting the ſeveral other inſti- 
1 tutions the ſubject of the preſent in- 
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quiry, and which I intend to conſider 
next in order; it is propoſed that the an- 
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hament, fame to be applied in the 


manner and proportion hereafter more 


particularly pointed out by me; a 
meafure that, in the end, cannet fail 


of being attended with the greateſt 


faving to this country, ſeeing that 


commerce and arts muſt thereby ac- 
quire new vigour and ſtrength; in- 
duſtry be promoted, and religion dif- 


fuſed through the kingdom in gene- 
ral; whilft education and inſtruction 


will, of courſe, be expanded, to the. 
happineſs of millions, in ſuch man- 
ner, that by means of their genial 
and foſtering influence, an additional 
fund of wealth will neceſſarily be 


reflected back on Government, the bet- 
ter to enable them to provide for the 


exigencies of the ſtate; and ſociety be 
enriched, in return for that judi- 
cious and tutelary bounty from which 
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who that conſults, wil oe that theſe 
particular ſchools were at firſt inſti- 
tuted for the purpoſe of communi- 
cating inſtruction, by educating a com- 
petent number of the youth of this 
kingdom free of expence. 


A deſign ſo laudable could not but 
be attended with the moſt happy 
conſequences, if carried into execu- 
tion : but fad experience has too 
plainly convinced us, how miſerably 
defective theſe inſtitutions have prov- 
ed, inſomuch that, from the crimi- 
nal miſapplication of their revenues, 
ſcarce a veſtige or ſemblance remains 
at this day to inform us of their 
exiſtence ſave only the name; ſuch 


have been the numerous abuſes from 


time to time introduced to defeat the 


original purpoſes of their foundation 
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educate the youth entruſted to their 
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| tion hereafter propoſed to be adopted 


in this claſs of ſchools. | 


That theſe . have proved of | 
late ſo little profitable to the com- 
munity, I conceive to be owing prin- 


1 cipally to this, that the ſalaries ſet 


apart for the head- maſters have either 


been too circumſcribed, as in the caſe 


of the Dioceſan Schools of the firſt 
claſs, or elſe ſo exorbitant as, through 
length of time, and by reaſon of the 
ſhameful monopoly of thoſe perſons 
entruſted with the direction of theſe 
ſchools, to defeat the ſ⸗ alutary ends 


for which they were originally inſti- 


tuted, more particularly inſtanced in 
the ſecond claſs of Dioceſan Schools 
already mentioned, whoſe foundations, 
from time to time, have been enlarged 


by the charitable bequaſty, and gene- 
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that fach ſums of money be Cha — 
ately raiſed as ſhall be judged a liberal | 
and honourable ſtipend for their ſup- 
port, particularly thoſe to whom the di- 
pa of the Diocefan Schools of the 
firſt claſs ſhall be entruſted, in lieu 
of that bounty already granted by the 
12th of Elizabeth, the better to ren- 
der ſuch ſchools reſpectable, and to 
compenſate their want of revenue; 
which ſums, ſo to be raifed, it 18 dc 
poſed, ſhall be levied partly by preſent- 
| ment off the ſeveral courities where 
ſuch Dioceſan Schools are eſtabliſlied, 
partly by parochial applotments, or in 
fach convenient manner as Parliament 
| ſhall deem leaſt burdenſome” to the 
5 public; and that theſe futtis be raifed 
every year in the manner herein pte 
ſcribed, until in proceſs of time theſe 
ſchools, from the wiſe and diſcreet aeo- 
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nomy obſerved in their conduct and 


management, ſhall be poſſeſſed of ſut- 
ficient revenues of their own by do- 


ſuch like advent 
, when recourſe ſhall no longer. 
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be had to the above methods, and 
the public, of conſequence, exonerat- 


ed from this charge. 
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hat, for want of futkelent reve- 
nues to ſupport, maintain, and lodge 
a limited number of free ſcholars on 
their foundation che Dioceſan Schools 
of the firſt claſs ſhall, on that account, 
be open to. the free education 8 
youth only; but ſo ſoon as theſe 
ſchools ſhall have acquired revenues 
of their own, by donations, bequeſts, Ee 


or otherwiſe, that then, and as often 


as 3 it ſhall ſo happen, a limited num- 
ber of free ſcholars, in Proportion Wo 
ſuch. revenues, ſhall not only be edu- 
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cated, but likewiſe maintained, diet 


6 50 3 
e, and, lodged on their ſeveral and 
 "xeſpeRiye,, foundations, free of ex- 


ments, ſuited. to lodge a number of 
free ſcholars, as well thoſe admitted 

on the foundation, as other ſtudents, 
| ho tall regina lei one en cher 


nin, and whoſe circumſtances enable 


them to pay for their ſupport, as here- 
after mentioned, be fitted up in each 


and every Dioceſan School fo, circum- 


ſtanced, together with convenient other 
apartments, diſtinguiſhed from the 
reſt, ſufficient to lodge, as well the 
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That a garden ſhall 5 to each 
ſchool, ſufficiently large to anſwer the 


purpoſes of its eſtabliſhment, together 
with a plot of ground adapted for the 
refreſbment and exerciſe of the ſtu- 


dents, in like manner, as was obſerved 


in the * of Provincial e | 


4 $1 


That, beſides. the; number ef. free 


ſcholars gratuitoufly to be maintained 


principal maſters ſhall be at liberty to 
take: a convenient, number of other 


eee for whoſe a at An. 


to receive 1880 Weng or Proms bs 1s 
cuſtomarily wont to be paid for the 
inſtruction and education of the youth 


of: this. country, the better to en- 
courage men of abilities and morals 
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to undertake the direction or” ſuch 
heels. | 


al * che gene bun of 3 
to be adopted in theſe Dioceſan Schools, 
ſhall c. onſiſt 1 in an accurate knowledge 
of the Greek and Latin authors, the 
modern languages, mathematics, geo- 

graphy, navigation, trade, ſurveying, 
and agriculture. And that, for the pur- 
pofe of inſtrucking the ſtudents in theſe 
feveral branches of literature, a com- 
petent number of under- maſters, with 
fuitable falaries, be appointed under 
the immediate direction of the Prin- 
cCipal or head-maſters, the under- maſ- 
ters to be appointed by Government, 
as in the caſe of the principal maſ- 
ters, and both to be ſpecially re- 
commended for their abilities, and ap- a 
proved character; the better to qua- 
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do theſe ſchools, for the ſeveral learn- 
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That reeds Sethi or WT ee in 
like manner as in caſe of the Provincial 
Schools firſt mentioned, be nominated. 
by the Lord Lieutenant, aſſiſted hy the 
Privy Council, to ſuperintend each and 


every of cheſe Dioceſan Schools, and to 
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elected out of the principal gentlemen, 
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nobility, and others, reſident. in each 
dioceſe, of which number: the Arch- 
biſhop or Biſhop, as the caſe, may be, 
the two Knights of the ſhire, the Go- 
vernor or Governors of the reſpective 
_ counties, 
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counties, (provided theſe two laſt au 
fices meet not in the ſame perſon), 
together with the High Sheriff for the 
time being of the particular diſtrict 
| where theſe ſchools are eſtabliſhed; to 
be always a conſtituent part, who ſhall 
be confidered a fit and proper corpora- 
tion, inveſted at all times with: full 
powers and authority, for the direction 
and nagement e ak Geol ſchools, 
That the governo e Gn Ap- 
etz be armed with viſitatorial 
powers to make ſuch rules from time 
to time às they ſhall think conducive 
to the well-being and good order of 
thefe ſchools, and to report ſame to a 
committee or board compoſed of Lords 
and Commons in Parliament, choſen 
as in the caſe of 'Provincial Schools, for 
their approbation, ſubject, however, to 
85 . a 


the final eentroul of rhe Lord Licute- | 
mant and his Frey. Council. 
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That the free ſcholars: be admit- 
ted to theſe ſchools, ſhall conſiſt of the 
ſons of perſons in tlie wid die rank of” 
life, whoſe narrow ctoumſtances, was _ 
merous families, or perhaps. both, pre- 
clude them from affording Ti Hits | 
drew the education» heve held out. 
That the: free ſcholars y be fore their ad: 
miſſion into [thefe hoble, fall. be 
ſpecialty recommended by one or 
more of the governore. or|Uiredtors!:5f | 
ſuch ſchools, ſave only in the caſe of 
Free fcholars to be educated and main- 
taitied//oiv tlie foundatioti of that clas 
-6f Dlocefan Schools already men- 
Tioned, and which ſhall» be poſſefled 
6 f nn revenues for their ſuppotr, 
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or their reſpective zepteſentatives,; 1 
rally in their turn, or in default there- 
of, the Lord Lieutenant, ſhall have the 
exchuſive nomination ole Ag,: 
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60 3 Ado LEnt e. 


Having Hbmittedl A ng occurs to 


me, as to Digceſan Schools at large, 1 


ball, now beg leaxe to add ſome gene- 


* obſervations, which are alone ap- 
hy plicable to thoſe af the ſecond: claſs, 


from whoſe „dexenues and funds in 


ckhaàuſtible fountains of national im- 
Provement, wath. proper care, may 55 


derived to! 'the ge, 20 pic 


8 * ; ; 
a. F# 9183 415 yi 51 loo SITY 


With WB 1 jerk Dis- 


ceſan Schools of this laſt elaſs, it is 
propoſed that out of the revenues be- 
longing to each and every ſchool of 
this deſeri iption, a proper and adequate 
fund be firſt APPT opriated for the fe- 


veral 


6 


3 principal 3 DD -maſ- 
ters and aſſiſtants, for che 5 purpoſe 
of providing liberal and ample ſa- 
laries, and to encourage them the bet- 
ter to manage and ſuperintend ſuch 
ſchools; ; the, xemainder of ſuch. reve- 
nues to be applied towards the main- 


tenance and ſupport of a limited num- 5 
5 ber of 0 free ſcholars :t© .. be lodged and 


educated on their, reſpective founda- 

Dt G. lan 21 

4 -T has ah f ur aber: of 600 ſeholars t to 
= admitted. to this laſt claſs of ſchools, 
and Bu in conſideration of the reve- 

FRIES whi (FRET: poſſeſs, ſhall be en- 


5 
2 * 


: 
FE 1.3 


vs and Fats pm ſhall always bear 
A, ſtrict proportion to the revenues of 
each ſchool: inyariably, not taking in- 
J 0 grunge bye, the additional 


number 
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( 58 ) 
number of free ſcholars who have 


| no ee on s er ee of: TT 


merely of A as Sex laſt elaſs 


of ſtudents, as was obfer ved before; 


güglit ths: be lined alſo in Hüft! 


ber; and without taking itito”confis 


derarion” thoſe other Kadefits,” whore 


| parents are enabled to Ufray the G2 
Pences of their educatiofi; it beilig 


the intention of this plan, that tlie 


PUPS, maſters _ ſhall be permitted 


and empowered to receive ſuch further 
compenſation, agrecable to the uſage of 
Tchools in general, for tlie better en- 
Ecuraßetnent of ſueh miaſters, hed way 
of 3 ro that 1 21345 © 
| eto eq Bu 
That 4 limited tithe Be let apart, | 
during which the free Teholars! Wien 


once regiſtered on 8 foundation ef | 


theſe 
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theſe ſchools,” ſhall continue to receive 
their education and ſupport therein, be- 
fore their removal to the Univerſity; 
after which, it is propoſed. that twelve 
of ſuch ſcholars, the moſt diſtinguiſh- 
ed for abilities, and whoſe progreſs in 
learning has been marked by a con- 

tinued courſe of attention and ſtudy, 
be elected out of the ſeveral Dioceſan 
Schools in each province in rotation, 
to be called Natives, Who ſhall be en- 
titled to the like number of ſtudent- 
ſhips or exhibitions, with a ue od: 


ee to each of RI a Wome: 9143 
10] | l. LESISELIGISH 


he rer natives or e | 
fall enjoy the full benefit of their 
ſtudentſniips, for the entire term of ſix 
years, provided they continue ſo long 
in the Univerfityg the better to enable 
e by a courſe of academic ſtu- 
128 125 dies, 


6609) 
dies, to be candidates for the different 
places of truſt and emolument to be 
diſpoſed of in the Univerſity, and 
perhaps octaſionally to ſapply the va- 
cant fellow{tips, the reward of genius 
and merit. That the ſcholars elected 
to theſe ſtudentſhips, after quitting 
thefe' free ſchools, be ranked with the 
other ſcholars on the foundation of 
the Univerſity; that to enable them 
0) become Natives, it is propoſed that 
chey ſeverally undergo an examina- 
tion by proper examiners, ſkilled in 
the various branches of claſſical and 
mathematical learning; and for that 
purpoſe it may be ad viſeable that theſe 
examiners be appointed either from 
amongſt the Junior Fellows, or atleaſt 
from the number of - young gentle- 5 
men graduates in our Univerſity, whoſe 
attention to the higher branches of li- 
m_ „„ nne 


9 6¹ Þ 5 

 rerature has — them at any time 
to be candidates for the high and ho- 
nourable employment bf Fellow of the 
College, to qualify them for which 
taſk, it is previouſly required by che 
ſtatutes, that each candidate be criti- 
cally. examined in a far more laborious 
and extenſive courſe of ſcience, than 
that which is generally obſerved in 
other Univerſities. 


That 8 af; 1 examiners Fa 
to be appointed ſhall be choſen by 
the Provoſt and Senior F ellows for 
that purpoſe, who ſhall be empowered 
from time to time to inquire into the 
literary merits of the free ſcholars ad- 
mitted on the reſpective foundations 
of each and every Dioceſan School, 
and to ſelect from amongſt the moſt. 
deſerving, ſuch of that deſcription as 
they ſhall declare to be beſt qualified 
| to 


„ 


to fill cheſe ſtudentſhips, and mat 
eligible to be promoted to the r 
3222470 rank nd Aan : 


” % We 
? 5 5 82 N N — F + =. * 
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Abe 11 at any time 1 ſhalt | 
be eſtabliſhed in either or any parti- 
cular province in this kingdom, the 
utility of which meaſure I ſhall con- 
fider hereafter ; then the election of 
free ſcholars to theſe ſtudentſhips ſhall 
be confined to thoſe free ſcholars 
alone admitted into ſuch Academy or 
Academies, to which, after 2 limited 
time, in proportion to their progreſs 
in literature, they ſhall be removed 
under particular reſtrictions, as here- 


after more fully explained; the places 
of ſuch Exhibitioners or Natives, to 
be ſupplied from time to time with 


others of the like deſcription, in caſe 
of 


4 


ils 


of remoyal, death, vue. * n 
| like Fanta geagys 


£ - - a 
; 
k 
' 


* 7 
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8 That che 1 25 a ſhall be 
appointed by the Provoſt and Senior 
Fellows to be examiners in the man- 
ner before mentioned, ſhall for their 
trouble be allowed by Parliament the 
ſom of thirty pounds a- year each, be- 
| fides thoſe emoluments they may be 
entitled to from the Univerſity; and 
that the examinations held for the 
election of ſcholars to ſupply ſuch 
ſtudentſhips, ſhall take place at ſuch 
convenient times and ſeaſons in the 
year, as {hall not interfere with aca- 
demic buſineſs; when, ſuch examiners 
ſhall not not only declare the reſpec- 
tive ſcholars, whoſe | merit ſhall have 
entitled them to ſo honourable a diſ- 
tinction, but at the ſame time award 
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premiiinis to A ſeveral. other ſtu⸗ 
dents, in proportion to the progreſs 
diſcovered by them, in the ſeveral 
branches of literature to which they 


hall be examined, not exceeding, how- 


ever, in value, the ſum of twenty ſhit- 
lings each, to be expended in uſeful 


and valuable books, fuited to their 
genius and capacity, the better to 


excite a becoming ſpirit of induſtry 


and emulation, amongſt the ſeveral 
claſſes of ſtudents wanne en to theſe 
ſchools. | 


” m until ſuch Academies as here- 
after mentioned ſhall be inſtituted; 


che Stiminers o "16: be choſen That! 


 Indiſcriminately ſelect out of the free 
8 Fholars een to Ne Dioce- 


3 


; due courſe of rotation, twelve mu- 


dents 


( | 

dents as * one or more out of 

each ſchool, in proportion to the num- 
ber on each foundation; and that 
two or more examiners be appointed 5 
to each ſchool, that the buſineſs of 
the examination hereby required, may 
be as expeditiouſſy effected as poſ- 
fible, and that the trouble attending 
fame may be divided as "IT > as 
poſſible. 


Having now enumerated, as briefly 
as I could, the ſeveral regulations 
which it is propoſed ſhould take place 
with reſpect to the Dioceſan Schools, 
as eſtabliſhed in this kingdom, ſuffer | 
me to recommend one other meaſure, 
and hich. Pre! not  indiſpenſably 
neceſlary to the foregoing ſyſtem, yet 
from its utility, I conceive not un- 
5 1 worthy 


(6) 


worthy" the attentien ef the legiſla- 
ture; J mean the eſtabliſhing Acade- 
mies, one in each province in this 
kingdom, in the nature of colleges. 
But as theſe academies require large 
8 revenues for their ſupport, it is there- 
fore propoſed, that of the Dioceſan 
Schools in each province, thoſe alone 
be diſtinguiſhed by that name, which 
boaſt of large and ample endowments 
for that purpoſe, to accompliſh which 
it is required, that additional build- 
ings be erected, and ſuitable accom-_ 
modations fitted up, for the different 
| profeſſors and maſters to be lodged | 
therein, together with ſufficient room 


to contain a number of ſtudents, there- 
in to be rags and any alſo. ous 


| "Thi liberal falaries- s 10 
the courſe of education to be obſerved : 


} 


7 f 1 . In 


8 C079 
in fuch academies, be ſet apart for 
the principal maſters and the ſeveral 
other profeſſors belonging to theſe. 
academies ; ; that theſe academies or : 
colleges be appropriated for the edu- 
cation of the ſons of our ' nobility, 
and others of diſtinguiſhed rank; that 
the whole of the revenues which con- 
ſtitute and compoſe the reſpective 
foundations of theſe academies, be 
at firſt employed in eſtabliſhing 
large and ample ſalaries for the Va- 
rious profeſſors and maſters reſident 
in thoſe academies ; that the ſyſtem. 
of education to be adopted in theſe 
academies ſhall be of that extenfive 
and comprehenſive kind, as to em- 
| brace the ſeveral branches of claſſical 
and mathematical learning, the know- 
ledge of the ſciences, the ſtudy of 
the fine arts, added to thoſe polite 
| Fw. accompliſh- 


66890 
accompliſhments which contribute to 
beſtow a grace and poliſh to the man- 


ners, the better to enable the ſtudents 


in theſe academies to fill the more 


elevated and important offices of 


the ſtate, and to qualify them for 


the Univerſity, the Army and the 


Navy. f 

That theſe academies Is furniſh: 
ed with an extenſive and proper ap- 
paratus, fitted to the peculiar mode of 
erudition, and ſuited to the ſeveral ſab- 
jets of praQtic knowledge, to be en- 
forced therein ; that whenſoever ſuch 
academies ſhall be eſtabliſhed, a limit- 


ed number of free ſcholars, not to 


exceed twelve, to be elected as before, 
be removed from time to time to one 
or more of theſe academies, inſtead 
of being draughted immediately to 
| the 


. 86660 
the Univerſity as before preſeribed; 
but ſtill retaining the name and title 
8. Exhibitioners or Natives; that to 
merit this diſtinction, rhey ſhall ſe- 
verally undergo a ſtrict examination 
as to their progreſs in claſſie learn- 
ing, and in all things approve them - 
ſelves of diligent and blameleſs cha- 
raQters ; ; that before ſuch ſcholars ſo 
to be ranked as Exhibitioners / ſhall 
become qualified to be removed from 
theſe ſchools to ſuch academies, it is 
propoſed that they complete a courſe 
of ſtudy for four years at leaſt” fuc- 
ceſſively in theſe ſchools, after which 
period they ſhall be eligible to be- 
come members of ſuch! - academies, 
and thenceforward confidered as Naz 
tives or Penſioners on the reſpective 
foundations. ol ene academies,” 23 


That 
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That che "NEE ſcholars 10 removed to 
ſuch academies ſhall continue two years 
therein, before they be qualified for 
t Univerſity, after which they ſhall 
enjoy the full benefit of their ſeve- 
ral ſtudentſhips; as mentioned above, 
during the entire term of; fix years 
from the time of their firſt admiſ: 
ſion into the Univerſity; unleſs in the 
caſe of death, removal, or ſome fuch 
cContingent cauſe, their places to be ſup- 
plied occaſionally by other ſcholars.cho- 
ſen in the manner already mentioned, 
But as the eſtabliſhing theſe academic 
or golleges muſt at all events be the 


work ef rims, and. as few or none of the 


tions, this meaſure, though a to 
be coxeted, is not urged by the Au- 
mg 9 this Plan as immediately ne- 
ee ag | 46 ceſſary 


I 71) N 

8 to a. e ſyſtem of * 
tion; but as an expedient that would 
highly tend, by refining the manners, | 

to forward and advance a conſum- 
5 mate and exalted courſe ol National 1 
Education. "It; | 


iS» 4 * a FE. 15 : 


12 
— 


Some Dioceſan , Schools there: ate, 
it muſt be-, confeſſed, which boaſt 
.of -confiderable. revenues; but ſuch 


are principally confined to the nor- 


thern parts of this kingdom, one of 
which ſchools. might, for example 
and trial ſake, be at firſt ſelected, 
whoſe revenues Tha arent FRET: or 
re to Which thig, part of the 
plan might immediately attach; the 

revenues of ſuch, ſchool, in the firſt 
place, to be applisd in providing a 
competent number of profeſſors to 
Alb os | | manage 


(* 

manage aki; direct the plan of edu- 
7 cation applicable to theſe academies, Ei 
for the purpoſe of in part, carrying | 
into effect the regulations above pre- 
ſeribed concerning ſuch academies, 
until, in proceſs of time, ſuch addi- 
tions and improvements might be 
made, in conſequence of contribu- 
tions, be queſts and otherwiſe; as com- 
pletely * to _—_ the” yur ef its 
1 eſtabliſhment. BOS”; CHAGLAREDYS , 316 


i 8 in further courſe of time one 
other Provincial Academy ; might be 
eſtabliſhed, by ſetting apart one other 
Dioceſan School, of extended revenue, 
at what time its funds ſhall be found 
adequate thereto; until, at length, 
four Provincial Academies ſhall take 
effect, as was firſt propoſed. 
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I again repeat it, that this laſt 
| „„ is not urged as immediately 
neceſſary, or eſſential to the former 
plan of education laid down by me; 
ſuch eſtabliſhments are to be account- 
ed more ſplendid than eſſential, eſpe- 
cially as our Univerſity poſſeſſes in 
itſelf the principal advantages thoſe 
ſeminaries will be found to produce; 

and becauſe the ſucceſs of this mea- 

ſure appeals to futurity, by antici- 


pating thoſe revenues, without which, 


and the benevolent donations of indi- 


viduals, we cannot 5 7to ſee ſuch 
. REO flouriſh. | 


4 f 
25 43 # Sf af 4.4 


e Such : 510 5 5 . "thi of edu- 
cation, which is hereby ſubmitted to 
the conſideration of the legiſlature ; 
a plan which I truſt will be found 
to carry with it ſome weight, inaſ- 


much 


1 1 : 
much as by it no attempt or approach 
Has been made towards innovation; 
but the different inſtitutions, as well 
the Dioceſan Schools, as the Proteſtant 


Charter Schools and other free ſemi- 


naries, propoſed to be eſtabliſhed in 

each province in this country, and their 
revenues are moreover by this plan 
kept ſeparate and diſtinct, conformable 
to their original eftabliſhmenrt.; and, 
agreeable to the humane intentions of 
the firſt donors or founders of theſe 
inſtitutions, to endeavour to blend or 
confound which revenues, would be 
an offence, I conceive, at this day, 
little ſhort of ſacrilege, and poſſibly, 


5 in the end, might overturn the mode 
of education, wiſely ee amd 5 


IIa 
8 1 OT. anceſtors, - pig 
25 491 LY 2414 5 


TO 
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T carry, therefore, the above re - 
| Jn. into due and effectual execu- 
tion, it is propoſed chat this plan ſhall 
not be complete in all its parts, un- 
til the full term of four years ſhall : 
elapſe from the firſt parliamentary. 
grant, the better to eftabliſh a fund 
to defray the expence of building and 
erecting eight new Provincial Schools, 1 
agreeable to the firſt part of this 

ſcheme, and for perfecting the other 
improvements to be] beſtowed on the 
ſeveral, Dioceſan Schools in the man- 

ner more particularly recommended 

hereafter; during which period, by 2þ 
attending to a diſcreet: and prudent 

Sconomy, and by the means of tem- | 
Porary and partial diſburſements, as 
hereafter more fully he xa ſuch pre- 
Paratory arrangements, improvements, 
and additions Wart be made in the 
5 | ſeveral | 
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ſeveral free ſchools before mentioned, 

as, at the expiration of the aforeſaid 
term of four years, to diſpoſe and 8 
fit them for the admiſſion and re- 

ception of free ſcholars upon their 
ſeveral and reſpective foundations, 

e ro the me nt en 


85 # 4 bs 0 * $*# # 4 4 * — 


* 


kor This! 3 5 it will be advise 
Ade, in . firſt inſtance, that” the 
ſum of , part of the ſum of 
1725 oel! een to be granted as 
before, be expended in building and 
erecting two of the Provincial Schools 
already mentioned, purſuant to the 
firſt part of this plan; for the build- 
ing of which, and for providing pro- 
per accommodations for the children, 
maſters,” and officers belonging to 
theſe ſchools, one whole year ſhall 
be allowed, the ſurplus of the afore- 
29 24 ſaid 


66 
ſaid ſum of 12, oool., ſo to be granted 
by Parliament, to be expended partly 


in raiſing and erecting new Dioceſan 
Schools where Dioceſan Schools for- 
merly ſtood, but which from neglect 
have been ſuffered to go to ruin, 
partly in repairing, adding. to, and 
extending ſuch of theſe ſchools , as 
have eſcaped decay, as recommended 
in the former part of this plan, the 


better. to accompliſh which, and to 


defray the different expences attend- 
ing this part of the propoſed reform, 
the county or counties, as the caſe 
may be, belonging to each and every 
ſuch dioceſe ſhall be obliged to fur- 
niſh proportional contingencies, as ori- 
ginally preſcribed by the acts of the 
12th Geo. I. cap. 9. and of the 29th Geo. 
IL cap. 7. ; that ſo the plan of educa- 
tion to be purſued in theſe ſchools 


may 
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; inay be proſecuted with wavy and 


fucceſs. 


That in like manner one Te ſum 


„f £,——, part of the annual grant 


of 12,0001. ſhall the ſecond year be 
laid out and expended in building two 
other additional Provincial Schools, 


the ſurplus or remainder of which 
laſt ſum of 12,0001. to be applied as 
Dy before, and for the further purpoſe 


of providing a fit and convenient ap- 


; paratus for the "uſe" of ſuch ſchools 


as are commonly known by the name 
of Dioceſan Schools as ſanctioned by 
Parliament, and alſo for the purpoſe 
of creating a growing fund, by means 
whereof premiums may with more 


eaſe be diftributed twice in each year 
to and amongſt the moſt diligent and 


deferving of the ſtudents, and for in- 
creating 


(799) 


creaſing, if need be at a more diſtant 
| period of time, the ſalaries of the 
Penſioners or Nati ves, or poſſibly for 
augmenting the number of ſtudent - 
ſhips, whichever ſhall be thought 
moſt expedient, the reſt. to be 8 
to the like rule. 


That _ Provincial School, when 
built and finiſhed, ſhall, after the firſt 
year, be free for the admiſſion of 
poor children, and a competent and 
adequate fund be allowed for their 
ſupport. 1 in Proportion to the number 


of children admitted on its eſtabliſh- : 


ment; that fo ſoon as eight Provin- 
_ cial Schools ſhall be finiſhed and com- 
pleted, and the full number of chil- 
dren limited as above, received and 
taken in, that then and in that caſe, 
the entire ſum of 1 2,000. before- 
mentored {hall be wholly appropri- 


| ated 


tw) 


ated to Vader the ſeveral expences 
attending the clothing, maintaining, 
and educating theſe children, and for 
the contingent other expences neceſ- 
ſary to be diſburſed on account of 
ſuch inſtitutions, in the manner ob- 
ſerved in the courſe of theſe re- 


marks, 


That until the different new ſchools | 
ſhall be erected and completed, and 
che ſeveral arrangements and 3 improve- 
ments reſpecting the Dioceſan Schools 
at large, effectually carried into exe- 
cution, by building, adding to, and 
repairing the ſame, as before recom- 
mended, it is propoſed that a com- 
mittee of five perſons or more, in 
each and every dioceſe in this king - 
dom, be appointed by Parliament, to 


overſee and preſide over ſuch wat 
5 | ments 


E 8 9 
ments and improvements, and to re- 
| port from time to time in the courſe 
of each and every ſeſſion of Parlia- 
ment the particular ſtate of theſe 
ſchools, and the progreſs made to- 
wards the erection and completion of 
ſame, the nature of their reſpective 
funds, and the ſpecific ſums neceſ- 
ſary to be expended in making ſuch 
improvements, until at length the 
Whole buſineſs of reform touching 
| theſe ſchools be finally adjuſted and 
compleated - when, and not before, ſuch 
committees ſhall be diſcontinued, and 
the ſuperintendence and government 
of ſuch ſchools revert to the different | 
directors and governors appointed to 
each and erery of the Dioceſan and 
Provincial Schools before mentioned. 
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It has fallen to. my lot, as imme- 


mediately intereſted in the direction 
and government of a principal, cha- 
' rity ſchool in one of the more wealthy 


pariſhes of the city of Dublin, to 


ſtate with accuracy the ſum annually 


diſburſed for the maintenance of the 
poor children, who are comfortably 
lodged, dieted, and clothed. on that 
eſtabliſhment. 


lis expenditure is grounded on 
a ſcale or eſtimate calculated to ſerve 
twenty in number of thoſe children. 
The ſcale or table of expence, in- 
cluding the dietary, clothing, and con- 
tingent expences, I have annexed here- 
to, at the end of this ſcheme, wherein 


the ſeveral items are ſpecifically enu- 
| merated, and to which, for greater 


certainty, 


( 83 ) 
certainty, 1 beg leave ro "reflex the | 
Wen, 4 | | 9: 


ö Affoming; therefore, this ſcale as a 
model, but on much wider and more 
extenſive ground, the better to render 
inſtitutions of this kind completely 
operative, I have been enabled to 
compute, with a degree of preciſion, 
the whole of the expence required for 
the ſupport of thoſe eight new ſchools 
called Provincial Schools: the eſta- 
bliſhment of which I have endeavour- 
ed to ſhew, muſt, in the end, be pro- 
ductive of the moſt ſerious pb, 
" the community. 


By iſpefting the aforeſaid ſcale or 
table hereunto ſubjoined, it will be 
found that the annual expence of 
dieting twenty boys for one year will 

„„ amount 
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amount to the ſum of 881. 128. 4d. 


This ſum I have purpoſely increaſed 


to 1101. The expence, in like man- 
ner, of clothing the ſame. number of 


children, agreeable. to this ſcale, will 
be found at the utmoſt. not. to exceed 


the ſum of 351. 13s, 4d. yearly. This 


ſum, purſuing the ſame liberal plan 


adopted by me, I have purpoſely, in- 


creaſed to the ſum of Fol. The other 

contingent expences, by inſpecting the 
above- mentioned ſcale, will be found 
to amount to the ſum. of 181, 98. Ad. 
each year; this ſum; alſo I have in- 


_ creaſed to 211. from. the like liberal 


motives. 


5 Suppoſing, then, that one of theſe 


Provincial Eſtabliſhments ſhall conſiſt 


of one hundred and twenty boys, the 
nee ä attending ſuch an in- 
ſtitution, 


(% ) 


ſtitution, agreeable to the table heve f; 
| laid down, will of courſe be fix times 
greater in proportion; that is to fay, 


the expence of dieting one hundred 
and twenty boys, the number pro- 
5 poſed to be admitted to each new 
ſchool, will amount to the ſum of 
660l. by the year. In like manner, 
the expence of clothing the ſame num- 
ber of children will be 3ool: by the 
year; and the contingent expences 
for the like number of children will 
amount by the year to the ſum of 
1261. i 51 


To all which, if the ſum of 125]. 
2 year be added, as a proviſion for 
'the principal maſter, aſſiſtants, and ſer- 
vants belonging to each ſchool, the 
whole expence attending each of theſe 
Provincial Eſtabliſhments will amount 
| annually Z 
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annually. to the entire ſum of 12111. 
whence it follows, that the aggregate 
expence required to ſupport theſe eight 


new ſchools will amount to the yearly 


ſum of 96881. leaving an annual ſum of 
23 2l. which laſt ſum, if in like manner 
annually reſerved during the firſt four 
| years out of the reſiduary or ſurplus | 
fund, to be ſet apart and diſtinguiſſi- 
ed from the original grant made by 


Parliament, in the manner and for 


the purpoſes above explained, will to- 
gether, be found ſufficient to allow 
a handſome gratuity or fee to be 
given with each of the children be- 
longing to theſe Provincial Schools 
to the ſeveral perſons to whom they 
ſhall be apprenticed, in conſideration 
for that inſtruction they are to re- 
mr” ceieve in the various trades and oc- 
cupations to be aſſigned them. 


Fenn f From 


| 1 
From what has been urged, owing 
to the prudent management to be 
obſerved in the beginning, it is eaſy 


to obſerve, that out of the annual 
grant of 12, oool. intended originally 
for the ſupport of theſe Provincial 


Schools, a conſiderable and accumu- 
lated ſaving muſt neceſſarily take place 
during the firſt four years, which 


after the expiration of the above pe- 


riod is to receive a further increment 
from a reſulting ſurplus to the an- 
nual amount before mentioned, pro- 


vided the ſcale of expence here laid 


ment be literally adopted. 


But, inaſmuch, therefore, as the 
Dioceſan Schools, which make no ſmall 
part of the preſent inquiry, are to 
receive a conſiderable ſhare of this 

bounty 
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AY in the manner before. men- 
toned, I. truſt the original grant of 
12, o00l. will not on that account be 


deemed too great to anſwer the ſeve- 


ral purpoſes of this plan; eſpecially, 
as the ſurplus, if any, after complet- 


i | ing che whole of ſuch, reform; may 
be ſo uſefully applied to the ſupport 


of a greater number of Exhibitioners 
or Natives, to be added to the, foun- 
dations of one or more of the free 
ſchools as above preſcribed, and the 
ſavings from time to time ſet apart 
(if it ſhall be found expedient) for 
the purpoſe of in part eſtabliſhing 


one or more academies, on the very 


liberal and enlarged plan humbly ſub- 


mitted; not to mention the different 
other purpoſes hereby recommended, 


ſuch as ereating an annual fund to 


* the expence of the different pre- | 


TASK OT | miums 


o 


e 
miums to be divided to and amongſt 
the moſt deſerving and diligent of che 
ſtudents, or furniſhing the ſeveral 
ſchools with ſufficient materials, and 
a fit and proper apparatus, adapted as 
well to the different employments, -A$; 
to chat practical courſe of inſtitution 
propoſed to be therein adopted, as 
ſuggeſted in ane part of this 
plan. 


* N I 


As Dioceſan Schools, A have ſo 
long attracted the attention of Parlia- 
| ment, ſeem calculated in an effential 

= degree to | promote the cauſe of mora- 

lity and learning, they of courſe have 
had a Principal ſhare in the foregoing 
inquiries ; 3 poſſibly, however, it may 
with juſtice be demanded, why Pa- 
rochial Schools, which boaſt of greater 
antiquity, and of which we read in 
our ſtatute books, have been ſo long 


overlooked 


— PPP ·Ü ¹ Er Are nn OH — — —ů 
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overlooked by me; inſtitutions con- 
felfedly of great national concern at 
that particular period, when the neceſ- 
fity of their foundation appeared more . 

urgent, but which, at this day, As ex- 
perience teaches, are either totally for- 
gotten and extinct, or elſe have pur- 
poſely 1 been neglected, as contributing | 
little or nothing to national i improve- | 
ment. 


* n the ad of Is 28th 
of Henry VIII. cap. I 5, we learn, that 
Pariſh Schools were firſt inſtituted for 
the purpoſe of exciting a due obe- 
dience among the native Triſh to their 


princes and rulers, and to communi- 
_ cate and render familiar the know- 


ledge of the Engliſh language, the 5 
better to diſpoſe and attach the ſub- 
Jas « of this realm to the laws and | 
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(7 
euſtoms of the fiſter country, which 
were afterwards gradually introduced 
and finally adopted in the fubſequent 
reign of James I.; an expedient wiſe- 
ly fuited to the times, as tending not 
only to aboliſh the ruder cuſtoms 
promulged by the ancient Brehon 
Law, but alſo to refine and poliſh the 
manners of the people, and fit them 
for rn a more n form of 
eee * Fe | 
In chi ſeriſey/Parith'Bckouls; Wha 
firſt inſtituted, may be ſaid to have 
derived a temporary ſanction from the 
laws, and owed their origin to the 
wiſeſt and ſoundeſt policy; though 
now: it 1 185: apprehended, from the 
length of time that has intervened, | 
they muſt become daily leſs intereſt- 

ing, inaſmuch as the Englith language 
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has univerſally prevailed in this 
country, and in other reſpects the ſup- 
port which theſe ſchools derive at this 


day from the- legiſlature will be found 
too feeble and inconſiderable to pro- 
duce the good effects experienced from 
modern inſtitutions, more eſpecially as 


Provincial Schools, if once adopted on 


the extenſive ſcale recommended by 


me, agreeable to the regulations above 


mentioned, may be ſaid effectually to 
unite in themſelves all thoſe advan- 
tages which Pariſh” Schools poſſeſſed, 
and that too in an infinitely. ſuperior 


degree. And therefore it will not per- 


haps be deemed foreign to the preſent 


inquiry, to conſider whether Pariſh 


Schools may not altogether be diſcon- 
ned; and whether, in order to in- 


creaſe the ſalaries of thoſe entruſted 


with the management and direction 
. | . n of 


8839 


of theſe Previdtial Seminaries, it may 
not be further expedient to transfer to 
their aid, chat ſupport which Pariſh 
Schools had a right to claim, and to 
oblige the clergy of all denominations; . 
as well biſhops, beneficed elergymen 
and others in each province, to con- 
tribute annually to their ſupport, by 
fixing a rate on each and every of 
cheir church livings, in the very judi- 
cious proportion ſuggeſted by Mr. 
Orde in his Plan of Education, that 
is to ſay, that all thoſe poſſeſſed of 
church livings, of the value of 1001, 
a year, and from thence to 150l. ſhall 
be obliged to pay a certain annual 
ſum, and that all poſſeſſed of livings 
from 1 50l. to 200l. be obliged to 
contribute a further additional yearly 
ſum, and finally, that thoſe Poſſeſſed 
of kings n 200l. a year be 
obliged 


„„ 
obliged to contribute a certain annual 
rate of ſo much in the pound by way 
of poundage on the exceſs, the infe- 
rior clergy to pay proportionally leſs 3 
in addition to which, as the ſame 
gentleman wiſely obſerves, further 
contributions might be levied on the 
ſeveral proprietors of rectorial and im- 
Propriate tithes, adjuſting their rate 
in a ſimilar proportion; all which 
annual payments might be enforced 
agreeable to the aforeſaid act of the 
28th of Henry VII. in the manner 
particularly pointed out by the 2d of 
Seo. I. cap. 17. which was firſt enact- 
ed for the more eaſy recovery of ſer- 
vants wages. Us; 
Theſe hints, however, are ſuggeſted 
by me merely in a ſpeculative point 
of view; not that I conceive them of 

that 


(_..95: 
that cogent or preſſing nature, as to 
deſerve either ſerious or ſcrupulous in- 
quiry; for 1 think I may confidently 
pronounce, that whether Pariſh Schools 
be kept on foot as formerly preſcrib- | 

ed, or whether they ſhall be diſconti- 

nued as being of uncertain and ſlen- 
der utility in the ſcale of erudition, 
their weight cannot at this time be 
very conſiderable, when compared with 
the more ſolid and laſting advantages 
to be derived from thoſe other inſti- 
tutions the principal object of this 
plan; ſeeing theſe laſt are capable of 


being . extended to the moſt e 
uſeful purpoſes. | 


The legiſlature, when firſt they — 
tended their protectionto Pariſh Schools, 
were no doubt prompted thereto by 
che Woe and ſoundeſt policy ; ; but 

this 
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this policy, as experience ſhews us, was 


afterwards abſorbed and loſt in the 
very inſtitution itſelf, That one li- 
cenſed ſchool-maſter only, profeſſing 
the Proteſtant religion, in a pariſh of 


many miles extent, ſhould be ſufficient 
to educate the poor children reſident 
in ſuch pariſh, was a matter not ſcri- 
ouſſy to be hoped for, eſpecially * 


theſe ſchools, had they even been eſta- 
bliſhed in a central fituation, from 
their too great diſtance, naturally pre- 


cluded ſuch children from obtaining 


the inſtruction that was thus in vain 
held out to them ; and becauſe that 
teachers of a different perſuaſion were 
prohibited under ſevere and corporal 


penalties from undertaking the office 


of a ſchool- maſter, to the manifeſt diſ- 
couragement of literature. — Theſe cir- 


cumſtances, added to * trifling ſala- 


ries 


% 
ries granted to ſuch ſchool-maſters as 
had previouſly obtained a licenſe for 
that purpoſe, ſtill increaſed the diffi- 
culty, and impeded the circulation of 
letters. For how was education to be 
forwarded and communicated through 
ſuch remote channels? or how could 
it be ſuppoſed that proper maſters, of 
reputable talents and character, for 
want of adequate ſalaries, and thoſe 
other accommodations which ſo large- 
ly contribute to the enjoyment of eaſe 
and comfort, would willingly under- 
take the important taſk aſſigned them 
by the clergy, when denied thoſe ad- 
vantages? But when it is further con- 


5 ſidered, that for more than one half 


the year theſe poor children muſt at 
all events be incapacitated from at- 
tending theſe ſchools, which at beſt 
were too remote from each other, and 

H but 


6 
but thinly ſcattered through the king- 
dom, occaſioned partly by the preſſure 
of country buſineſs in the ſummer 
months, when the harveſt demanded 
their aſſiſtance and preſence ; partly 
owing to the inclement and rigorous . 
| ſeaſons ſo often experienced in the 
winter months, to withſtand the ſeve- 
rity of which, it is to be feared that 
theſe children often ſtood in need of 
ſubſtantial cloathing; we cannot won- 
der from all theſe circumſtances com- 
bined, that theſe ſchools were of ſuch 
little uſe to the community, and that 
ignorance and unlettered manners have 
fo long ſtopped and intercepted the pro- 
greſs of learning and induſtry, to the 
great prejudice of the lower order of 
the people, the infirmity of govern- 
ment, and the injury of the trade and 
c commerce of Ireland, But happily 
at- 


TE 


at length the cloud thier” enwrept 5 | 
people ſo long in obſcurity, has by | 
degrees given way to the brighter in- $ 
fluence of Toleration, by whoſe rays, 
inſtanced i in the late benignity of the 
laws, which now equally embrace the 
Roman Cathohc as well as Proteſtant, 
education is likely to be extended to 
che infant generation in a tenfold de- 
gree, without any refpe& had to the 
religion of individuals, a diſtinction 
which has too long however been 
made auxiliary to the fuppreſfion wo 
ien e 


125 580 What has bean advanced it 
will be found that Pariſh Schools on 
che model at firſt eſtabliſhed in this 
kingdom, deſerve. at this day to be 
ranked amongſt the leaſt uſeful of 
parliamentary inſtirutions ; but if on 
H 2 the 
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the kes band, the Legiſlature of 
this country hall deem. it ſtill neceſ- 
1 fary . to continue their ſupport to pa- 
riſh. ſchools, it then will become 2 
x: duty incumbent on Government, 
j ſoringing. from ſuch neceſſity, t to ſee 
that theſe ſchools be regulated and 
eſtabliſhed. on ſuch a permanent. and 
reſpectable footing, by means of fuch 
wholeſome regulations for their order. 
and management, that the community. 
hereafter may _ reap ſubſtantial, not 
imaginary benefits from fuch ſemi- 
naries; ſince it is notorious that for 
many years back theſe Denn have 
been diſcountenanced by the Clergy 
themſelves, who were bound to eſpouſe 
their cauſe as became their warmeſt. 
advocates and patrons; and whom it 
behoved, in compliance with the in- 
hunction, of the aforeſaid act of the 
28th 


{{ 401 


esch of Henry VIII. abril infirue- 
5 tion to the illiterate and Tant n 
reſiding in their reſpective pariſhes; 
a duty, to the performance of which, 
they bound themſelves in the moſt 
ſolemn manner, as ſoon as they were 
collated to church benefices, under no 
leſs a penalty than that of having 


their livings declared abſolutely void 


in che manner more particularly de- 
ſcribed = the laſt 22785 above 
| oo | 


The wages of keeping cheſs ſhobls 
ſtill on foot being once admitted, it 
will in the next Place be material to 
conſider whether they ought to be ex- 


tended generally through the king- 


dom, or confined 'to' a few pariſhes 
only, I mean thoſe ſituated in the 


more remote and leſs cultivated parts 
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of Ireland, which ſeem moſt to ſtand : 
in need of cheir aid, in which caſe, 
the ſums annually diſburſed. by the 
_ clergy for the purpoſe of providing 
maſters for ſuch pariſh | ſchools, and 
which we have ſeen were all along to 

be borne by perſons of this order, 
inſtead of being divided amongſt the 


different pariſhes at large, might be 5 


. collectixely appropriated towards the 
ſupport of ſuch ſchools alone, as the 


Legiſlature ſhall think moſt, expedi- 


ent individually to adopt. To effect 
which, it will not be judged unrea- 
ſonable I preſume, that the Clergy of 
all denominations, as already men- 
tioned, ſhould. contribute after the 
rate and in the proportion above allu- 
ded to, in aid of which contributions, 
if a ſmall parliamentary grant be ad- 
ded, theſe ſchools may at length prove 
efficacious, 


Cres) 


efficacious, as poſſeſſing | an adequate 
fund to anſwer all the uſeful purpoſes 


of ſuch foundations. For it is a well 
known truth, evinced : b by experience, 
that unleſs adequate: Galaries be allow- 
ed to the ſeveral maſters who ſhall 

undertake the management of ſuch 


ſchools, and ſuitable accommodations 


be fitted up for the reception of ſcho- 
lars at the public expence, ſuch ſchools 


can never be ſaid to flouriſh, nor will 


teachers of ability be found to embark 
in the arduous taſk of inſtructing ſuch 
children as ſhall be committed to their 
care, for want of that due encourage- 


ment which ſhould ſtimulate men to 


the exerciſe of ſo important a duty. 


I ſhall conclude theſe obſervations 
on pariſh ſchools by quoting the words 
of Mr. Adam Smith, in his Inquiry 


into 
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(104) | 
into the Nature and Cauſes of the 
Wealth of Nations. This celebrated 
author, in ſpeaking of education, 
ſeems to attribute the great improve- 
ment obſervable amongſt the common 
people of Scotland, to the eſtabliſh- 
ment of ſchools in every pariſh in 
that kingdom, and to the particular 
plan of education obſerved therein; ; 
for as he juſtly remarks, 


The common people have little 
time for education, their parents can 
«4 ſcarce afford to maintain them in 
: 4 ſociety; as ſoon as they are able to 


« work they muſt apply to ſome trade, 
« by which they can earn their ſub- 
« fiſtence ; that trade too is generally 
* ſo ſimple and uniform, as to give 
| } little exerciſe to the underſtanding, 
 «&. whil at the ſame time their labour 
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is both ſo conſtant and ſo ſevere, 
that it leaves them little leiſure, and 


leſs inclination, to apply to, or even 
think of any thing elſe. But though 


the common people cannot, in any 


« civilized ſociety, be ſo well inſtruct- 


ed as people of rank, the moſt eſſen- 


tial parts of education however, as 


to read, write and account, can be 
acquired at ſo early a period of life, 


that even thoſe, who are bred to the 
loweſt occupations, have time to 
acquire them, before they be em- 
te 


ployed in theſe occupations; for a 


{mall expence, the public can encou- 


rage, and even impoſe on the whole 


6 body of the people, the neceſſity of 


acquiring thoſe moſt eſſential parts 


of education, 
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The method of facilitating this ac- | 
4 quiſition will be, by eſtabliſhing in 
te every pariſh, or diſtrict, a | little 
* ſchool, vrhere children may be taught, 
«for a reward fo moderate, that even 
, common labourer may afford it; 

* the maſter being partly, but not 
% wholly, paid by the public; be- 
* cauſe, if he was wholly or even 
* principally paid by it, he would ſoon 
* learn to neglect his buſineſs, * In 
* Scotland, the eſtabliſhment of ſuch 
| * pariſh ſchools has taught almoſt the 
& whole common people to read, and 


E a very great proportion of them to 


e write and account; in England, the 
* eſtabliſhment of charity ſchools has 
* had an effect of the ſame kind, though 
% not ſo univerſally, becauſe not ſo 
* univerſal, If inſtead of the little 
* ſmattering of Latin, which the chil- 
| | | - 66 dren 


.* i 
: 


2 


« dren are taught there, and which 
* can ſcarce ever be of any ule to 
* them, they were inſtructed in the 
te elements of geometry, and mecha- 
* nics, the literary education of this 
< rank of people, would be as com- 


= 


te pleat, perhaps, as it is capable of 


„ being; added to which, by giving 
* {ſmall premiums to the children of 
8 the common perſons, the public will 
tc be enabled, ſtill further, to encou- 
* rage the acquiſition of theſe wan 
* eſſential parts of education,” 


To defray the expences of Lubie 


inſtitutions of this kind, the ſame au- 


thor conceives a local fund might be 
| raiſed, warranted by the laws of the 
country, to affect landed eſtates (in- 
ſtanced in a tithe or land tax) or by 
impoſitions to be laid on eſtabliſhed 
 Marics, or ſtipends, ſo as to hold 


out 


£ — 
— 4 — 
* oo 


—.— n 
— 2 


— Sy — » 
— — "53: mm 
Saw mor 4 — 7 * 


rern 


— 2 
* ae noon ads < * 4 ” p > - * * 5 = " * 
8 2 - 8 TL s — ws 
7 ä — Yo” 2 £ * — 3 IE — L 
+ pb DA Cate 2 * fee Rs i. © if 22 5 Ws © nj ws A. r - 2 2 — - 
— 2 i tg ah tes EE EAI MAI So nd SEE. =2 of — 4 Log i ag. : < g NES, = 
3 — 2 1 * 2 MA Dar — ” — OT; r 1 We: 
- > SP III: = = LT 2 n f prevent — L 
he . 
— 


e 

— F 2 $6 4, ji — * 
2 3 
c 


4 
* 
4 


N Sy —— 2 5 — 2 * 
— 2 - - n — * 4 — — 
— 22 1 2 * , 2 2 2 3 . — OO vs Fe — 
We _ — * 2 eas did) N e arts r 3 7 EG r 5 
3 S a= Wh. FM Lots? 2 R a 2 2 3 — — — won hs * - — 
« | — r N 3 8 es 8 24 t w E 
* Ide WE INEY 22 . er = — 2 — 


5 
e Wart was 
8 oy 
© — — — — ef lo 
. N 5 


N. * 
EI aac 
> I AS > — 2 
5 = 
— ." = PAT 


: Caen tt ire er De ao 

— 3 22 
2 3 . 
_— . 4 
FMT =: Fo Q - 


8 pee — —— * — > _ n 
* a Iran, ey . —— — r 


= = 


——_ or 2 - +&., 
r _ 


— we: — 
—— — 


2 wo 


Ks 


2 
+. oo 4 
Oui nen 


bg 8 
e 


2 


is 
T2 
7 
4 
| 
* 
4 
#7 
1 
4. 
* 


'i( 4268 )) 


out a proper encouragement to learn- 
ing and improvement; acquiſitions, 
which are ſo materially connected 
with the ſtability of government, and 
the proſperity of the ſtate. For as he 
elſewhere forcibly urges, © a man, 
"JG without the proper uſe of the intel- 
4 lectual faculties, is, if poſlible, more 
* contemptible than a coward, and 
« ſeems: to be mutilated, and deform- 
„ ed, ina ſtill more eſſential part of 


„ the character of human nature, as 


« the more inſtructed men are, the leſs 
% liable they are to the weep of 
« enthuſiaſm and ſuperſtition.” 


e444 24 pov 


3 53 43- & 


And now that I have touched on the Z 
abject of pariſh ſchools, it may not 
be amiſs further to enquire, how far the 

different charters granted from time 
to * * che Crown, as well as 
| Private 


| . 109 ) 
private grants made to the different 
corporate and borough towns, now 
exiſting in this kingdom, have been 
complied with, on the part of thoſo 
corporate bodies, moſt of whom, as I 


have been credibly informed, in con- 


ſideration for the privileges and fran- 
chiſes they ſeverally | enjoy, were ori- 
ginally obliged, whether from preſcrip- 
tion or grant, to maintain and {upport 


public ſchools, for the benefit of in- 


ſtructing and educating the ſons of 
freemen, corporators and others ; but 


of which ſchools, no trace is now to 


be found, being totally loſt to ſociety : 
In proof whereof, was not the taſk an 
invidious one, particular inſtances of 
this neglect might be adduced, wit- 


neſſed in the corporation of Argdee, and 
others, where public ſchools of this 
kind have been eſtabliſhed, within our 
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own memory ; ; but I chooſe rather to 

fix the odium generally on corpora- . 
tions at large, than to ſtigmatize any 
one body of men or fraternity in par- 
ticular: Would it not therefore highly 
become the Legiſlature, as a matter of 
Political concern, to ſet on foot an 
immediate enquiry into the ſtate of 
the revenues of each and every of theſe 

corporations; to inſpect into, and exa- 

mine the ſeveral charters, and grants, 
under and by virtue of which they 
derive their incorporation; and to 
oblige all ſuch corporations to main- 
tain keep ſchools of this kind, or 
| inſtead thereof, in proportion to their 
reſpective revenues, to contribute an- 
nually, fuch ſums as will be found 
competent, to promote and further the 
great buſineſs of education, whereby 
that ſhameful would be ba- 
niſhed, 


E 


1 


niſhed, which has fo long prevailed | 


amongſt corporate and borough mem- 
bers, by which means the tolls and 
cuſtoms which by immemorial uſage 
have belonged to thoſe corporations, 
and which have ſo long ſunk into the 


| Pockets of individuals, would no longer 


be miſapplied, but converted to the 
more uſeful purpoſes of en veto 
mation ? 

And as corporations, in a more par- 
ticular manner, ſeem to ſolicit the at- 
tention and animadverſion of Govern- 


ment, from the great abuſes that have 


ſo long prevailed therein, to the diſ- 


grace of individuals, and to the injury 


of the public; fo alſo, it might be 
found neceſſary to ſet on foot an in- 


quiry, in order to diſcover the magni- 


tude and exceſs of the revenues origi- 
. nally 


2 o 
A a 
4 — 5 . 5 * 2 
- _ — — — . has 50 — « - — * * — 
. —— I ISAT. 2 = _ * 3 
. — . —— 5 — — . 5 — . ia 4 — 2 
= =” +I SY nn — a > ww r — — — T_T 
* 1 2 q 5 > rr Ng 22 2 * ——— . — 2 > _ —— —— —[—ęd e 
r S is 54 02 po I rs ud — r Te 8 — —— rere 2 
— * 2 : 7 : Z <i> 2 Oo ne IT F 5 ZE 1 3 — —_—_ ne CESS r 
- ee eat. 5 a A == 2207 2am et — - 2 In 4 = 
* * * — 3 - 8 — — — . ro CE I}. 1 
— . ⅛˙ Ts GCSE 2 — —— 9 
a — n 3 * 
8 = 
. 


_ 3. EI ͤ‚—ʃ 
- COSTS o oy fo _— 
: PE IRIS BT EIS 
„ i Ee. A 
* 5 n 


— 
—— — 


5 2 12 5 
nally ee for the! ſupport of 
the free ſchools founded by Eraſmus 


smith, rhat out of the ſurplus an eſta-, 


bliſhment might be provided for one 
or more free ſchools in addition to 


| thoſe at firſt created by that gentle- 


man, the neceſſity of which inquiry 


will appear perhaps more urgent from 
the following remarks :—By conſult- 


ing the charter of incorporation origi- 


nally granted by Charles the Second, 


appointing truſtees and nominating di- 


reQors to this charity, 1t will appear 


that three grammar ſchools, ſituated 


reſpectively in che towns of Drogheda, 
Tipperary and Galway were at firſt 
intended to be eſtabliſhed, in each of 
which twenty poor children were to 
be maintained and educated free of 


expence, under the reſtrictions particu- 


larly limited by ſaid charter; that the 


fund ſet apart for that purpoſe, was to 
= iſſue 


( 
 ifſue out of the rents of particular lands, 
| which the truſtees ſo appointed by 
charter were licenſed to purchaſe, in 


lieu of certain of the forfeited lands 


before that time ſeized and ſequeſtered 
by the Crown, to which laſt-mentioned 


lands the founder of theſe ſchools claim 
ed to be entitled, either immediately or 


derivatively, and which: lands with 
others had been divided amongſt indi- 
viduals, in conſideration of perſonal 
ſervices and adventures voluntarily un- 
dertaken by them, as a reward for their 
loyalty and attachment to the conſtitu- 


tion; what time the Iriſh Rebellion toox 
place in this country, during which pe- 


riod the adminiſtration of affairs be- 


came altogether deranged and diſtract- 


ed: That the lands thus purchaſed were 


found in progreſs of time to encreaſe 


ſo much in value, that the rents and 
profits became conſiderably more than 
55 ſufficient 
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ſufficient to ſupport and maintain 
the three ſeveral ſchools above-men- 
tioned, wherefore it was thought ad- 
viſcable by the legiſlature, by an act 
afterwards paſſed in the reign of 
George the Firſt, for the. better diſ- 


poſing of the ſurplus of the rents of 


_ 


theſe lands, and for the further appli- 
cation of ſame, out of ſuch ſarplus to 
enlarge the foundation of our Univer- 
fity, by adding to it not only thirty- 
two exhibitions or penſions, annually 
to be given to the like number of 
poor ſcholars. reſident therein, but alſo 
three new fellowſhips and two pro- 
feſſorſhips, one in hiſtory and oratory, 
and the other in natural philoſophy. 


In taking a review of the ſeveral 
public inſtitutions and ſchool-eſtabliſh- 
ments in this. kingdom, it may per- 
haps be thought not improper further 


to 


* 


Lan 
do enquire into the preſent ſtate and 
government of the free-ſchool founded 


by King Charles the Second, ſo well 
known by the name of the Blue- coat 


: Hoſpital, an inſtitution excluſively ſet 


apart for the admiſhon of the ſons of 


reduced freemen of the city of Dub- 


lin, and which from its ſituation, be- 


ing immediately confined to the me- 
tropolis, ſeems more particularly to 
fall within the reach and cognizance 
of government, Having made ſome 


inquiries lately reſpecting the above . 


charity, I find that this Hoſpital at 


one time maintained one hundred and 


ſeventy boys on its foundation, of 
which number not more than one hun- 
dred and ſixteen and from that to one 
hundred and twenty upon an average 
for a number of years laſt paſt have 
received their education and ſupport 

therein, which amounts to leſs by fifty 
LED 5 12 than 
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than the original number firſt men- 


5 tioned, from whence it appears that a 


certain ſaving in the funds of this hof- 


pital, of 6oo0l. a year and upwards, 
allowing the annual expence of each 
Hoy to be 121. or thereabouts, remains 


at this day to be accounted for by the 


truſtees and governors belonging to 
this hoſpital, which for twenty years 


amounts to no leſs a ſum than 12,000]. 
_ Suppoſe then that this annual faving 
of Gool. had been applied towards 
building the new hoſpital, which firſt 


. began to be erected on a different 


ſcite in the year 1773; if to this ſum 


of 12,0001. we further take into ac- 
count the numerous fines paid from 
time to time by ſheriffs-peers for not 
ſerving the office of high ſheriff of the 
city of Dublin, which fines were pur- 


poſely exacted by the corporation in 


order to ny and contribute to the © 


expenſe 


„„ 
expenſe of this building, together with 
the many other donations and be- 
queſts made to this charity, during the 
above period of twenty years, it is ma- 
nifeſt that the original funds of this 
hoſpital had long ſince reverted clear 
of any charge to the perſons entruſted 
with the direction and management 
thereof; eſpecially as it is well known 
that no inſtitution of the kind has been 
enriched with more pecuniary grants 
than the above ; although of late, as I 
have been credibly informed, ſuch 
donations and bequeſts have not been 
ſo frequent, from an apprehenſion that 
the revenues of this charity have been 
broke in upon, and diminiſhed, by 
thoſe perſons through whoſe hands 
they have been permitted to paſs; 
which has deterred many charitable 
perſons who otherwiſe would have 
been diſpoſed to aid and aſſiſt this in- 
0 . ſtitution, 


( 

ſtitution, to withdraw that ſupport 
they intended to beſtow, to the great 
loſs of the community and the manifeſt 
injuryof religion and commerce. From 
theſe and ſuch like important inqui- 
nies, if purſued with zeal and firmneſs, 
new and unexpected funds might be 
obtained for the promotion of know- 
ledge, and at the ſame time a whole- 
ſome and rational reform would be 
| obſerved in the management and 432 
rection of public inſtitutions of this 
kind, by calling back the reſpective 
funds of each into their proper chan- 
nels, and applying ſame to the uſes 
originally intended; whereby the le- 
giſlature would be enabled at leſs ex- 
pence to forward and compleat that 
ſyſtem of education of which this coun- | 
try ſtands ſo much in need, —Had the 
Proteſtant Charter Schools, which were 
firſt eſtabliſhed in the year 1733, dur- 

ing 


. 
ing his late Majeſty's reign, and which 
have ever ſince received the counte- 
nance of the Charitable Society, in- 
corporated for the promotion of Edu- 
cation and Religion, boaſted an earlier 
origin, and flouriſhed in the reign of 
King William the Third, it will not 
be controverted, but that arguing re- 
troſpectively, the lower rank of the peo- 
ple of Ireland (the old ſtock by means 
of the Revolution being thus removed) 
had at this day been good proteſtant- 
ſubjects, and cured of their native ſloth 
and idleneſs, by being accuſtomed to 
labour and induſtry ; whence, inſtead 
of ſo many thouſand helpleſs, inactive 
and indigent poor, they would have 
been made ſo many uſeful members 
of the community.—Such are the ex- 
cellent and beneficial effects ſpringing 
to ſociety from education, ſuch the 

intereſt 
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intereſt which every ſtate is ſuppoſed 
to poſſeſs in the induſtry and employ- 


ment of its ſeveral members, that 


agreeable to what Ariſtotle recom- 
mends, the education of youth ought 


not to be left to the parents will or abi- 
lity, but the public alone ſhould be 


_ entruſted with that charge; conſider- 


ing that they are the ſeeds of empires, 


kingdoms, corporations and families, 


and that the good of all ſo materially 


; 1 | . 
depends upon them; on which ac-_ 


count it is ſubmitted, too much care 


cannot be exerciſed in bringing up chil- 


dren, feſpecially as there are ſo many 
hazards which they are likely to en- 
counter, whereby the ſenſible and ten- 
der diſpoſition of theſe nice plants is 
liable to be blaſted, from noxious airs, 


contagious ſteams, and their own na- 
tural luxuriancy, ſo that it requires the 


utmoſt 


E 


utmoſt {kill to cultivate, them. as they 


deſerve. , Plato in his Eutyphron juſtly 
_ obſerves, that a ſtateſman ſhould al- 


ways begin with the education of 


young, people, to render them as vir- 


tuous as may be, as a good gardener 
beſtows his firſt labour and care on the 
young plants, and afterwards paſſes. on 


to the reſt ; and in his Alcibiades, he 
lays it down as a certain political truth, 
that the happineſs of a city depends 5 


not on its riches, fortifications, arma- 
ments or ſhips, but on virtue; that to 


govern a ſtate well, it is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to provide education for thoſe 


that compoſe it, and to enforce and com- 
municate it by every poſſible means. 
Children, ſays Plato, are more ungo- 
vernable than irrational creatures, and 
are betrayed into ſo many inſidious, 
ſharp and petulant actions, that they 


are 


„ 
are always in want of reſtraint and go- 
vernment, from whence we may col- 

lect, that the principal buſineſs of edu- 
cation. is to form the mind; for we 7 
are no ſooner uſhered into life, than 
our infirmities appear, and experience 
abundantiy teaches us, that our irre- 
gular habits begin very early, which if 
not timely prevented by diſcipline, get 
new ſtrength, and grow up with our 
years; but by the artificial principles 
of education, our irregular appetites 
and propenfities become equally poiſ- 
ed, until at length, the uſe of our rea- 
ſon bears down the ſcale in favour of 
virtuous inclinations, diſpoſing us by 
acts of induſtry and ingenuity to be- 
come uſeful members of ſociety ; and 
Quintilian, in his remarks on education, 
further obſerves, that children by writ- 
ing and — on their minds the 
ſelect 


1 
ſelect and choice maxims of approved 


authors, thereby improve and ſtrength- 


en their memory, who by this means 


accuſtoming themſelves to what is moſt 


excellent, will not only have within 


their reach, fit precedents at all times 


to imitate, but will as it were be inſen- 
fibly brought to attach themſelves to 
that form of thought and action which 
has received the fanction of experience 
and wiſdom; he alſo adds, that the 
genius of children ſhould be minutely 
attended to, which is ſo various in va- 
rious ſubjects; that nothing contri- 
butes ſo much to a due and proper edu- 

cation, as inculcating the ſeeds of reli- 
gion and virtue at the beginning, eſpe- 
cially as children by this means will 
be early taught more readily to hear 


1 ; 210 111 4 4% Y +84 a0 wes LEE 
and obey the precepts enjoined them, 


acquire more chearfulneſs and incli- 
1 e . 


5 | 


K | 
nation for buſineſs, and be more ame- 
nable to reproof, the better to fit them 
for the reſpective characters they are af- 
terwards to ſupport in ſociety.— Such is 
the huſbandry required in the culture 
and diſcipline of thoſe of tender years, 
agreeable to what Virgil in his Georgics 
ſo repeatedly recommends, 


--Alle in teneris conſugſcere multum eſt. 


Thus we ſee that education and in- 
ſtruction are privileges which every 
member of the community, of what- 
ever perſuaſion and deſcription, has a 
right- to claim in ſociety. The great 
outlines of morality, agreeable t to what 

an eminent modern writer obſerves, are 
| extremely ample, and eaſy to be under- 
ſtood, they may be ſaid to be written in 
the heart of man, antecedent to his aſſo- 
ciating with his fellow- creatures; 3 ASA 
| ſelf- 


4 Is 
ſelf-dependent being, he is ſelf- inſtruct- 
ed, and as long as he remains a ſimple 
child of nature, he will receive from 
nature all the leſſons neceſſary to his 
condition; but ſociety opens upon us 
a new and larger field of contempla- 
tion, it furniſhes man with another 
claſs of rights, and impoſes upon him 
an additional ſyſtem of duties it en- 
larges the ſphere of his moral agency, 
and makes him a kind of artificial be- 
ing, propelling and propelled, by new 
dependencies, in which nature can no 
longer ſerve him as a guide; let him, 
therefore, once change his ſituation, 
and be removed from this rudimental 
ſchool, to the college of ſociety, his 
duties become thenceforward ſo blend- 
ed and intermingled, that nature can 
give him but little aſſiſtance in finding 
them out; knowledge, therefore, and 
"Th 1 inſtruction, 


4 

inſtruction, are the indiſpenſable birth- 
ri ght of every member in ſociety, to 
withhold which would not only be the 
omiſſion of a duty, but the commiſſion 
of a crime, and ſociety in this would 
ſin againſt the man, before the man 
could ſin againſt ſociety. 


Different plans, ſince the ſubject of 
national education has engaged the at- 
tention of the Legiſlature, have been 
propoſed for their adoption; amongſt 
the number of thoſe which have 
found their way in print, the plan 
ſubmitted to Parliament by the Right 
Honourable Mr. Orde, and that ad- 
dreſſed to the Royal Iriſh Academy, by | 
Doctor Dickſon, on account of the 
many uſeful obſervations they ſeverally 
Contain, and the humane and diſin- 
tereſted manner in which they are 
| os _ urged, 
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a are highly worthy public conſi- 
deration. The firſt of theſe plans de- 
ſerves the moſt ſerious conſideration, as 
recommended in the ſhape of a regular 
ſyſtem of national education; the lat- 


ter, an equally elaborate performance, 
yet wanting this characteriſtic to diſ- 
tinguiſh! it, ſeems principally to have 
conſulted the health, vigour and exter- 
nal endowments of the infant genera- 
tion, as immediately ſubſervient to in- 
duſtry, and is more particularly con- 
verſant about the rearing and nurtur- 
ing of youth; matters in themſelves 
no doubt highly intereſting and im- 
portant, but which muſt be conſidered 
as auxiliary only to a ſettled ſyſtem of 
national education, the immediate ob- 
ject of the preſent inquiry; from each 
of theſe plans much information may 
be acquired, on the general ſubject of 
education, 
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education, in treating of which, it is 
difficult to determine whether thoſe 
gentlemen in their reſpective capacities 


have diſcovered moſt zeal or learning, 
both being eminently diſtinguiſhed for 
their ſervices in the public cauſe. The 


beſt medicines, if not ſuited to the con- 


ſtitution, or if untimely and injudici- 
ouſly applied, inſtead of adminiſtering 


2 cure, may hazard the life and exiſt- 
ence of the patient. So it is in poli- 


ties; the moſt brilliant and ſplendid 
Inſtitutions, if urged experimentally, 


or ill-adapted to the policy of the coun- 
try for which they are intended, may 


endanger, if not totally extinguiſh the 
vital principles of improvement and 


reformation, which had they been ju- 


diciouſly nouriſhed, and kept alive, 


might otherwiſe be gently fanned into 
a flame, to warm and invigorate ſo- 


ciety. 


„ 
ciety. I have been led to make theſe 
_ obſervations, conceiving that no plan 
has as yet been communicated to the 
public, wherein the ſubject of national 
education has been diſcuſſed, as im- 
mediately connected with the different 
charitable foundations inſtituted and 
encouraged by Parliament, reſpecting 
the inſtruction of the lower order of 
the people; none, which like the pre- 
ſent humble attempt, has conſulted 
the particular conſtitution and policy, 
which have ſo long prevailed to diſtin- 
guiſh the ſeveral public eſtabliſhments 


in this kingdom. Of the plans that 
have come more immediately within 


our reach, ſome, as we have already 


obſerved, have directed their inquiries 


to ſecondary objects, or if they have 
touched on the ſubject of education, 


it has been ſo generally, and indefi- 
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nitely, that for want of a regular and 


orderly ſyſtem, they have left the ſub- 


Jet nearly in the ſame unfiniſhed and 


defective ſtate they. found it: Others 


YT again, more, deſerying of the. appella- 


tion, from an unlucky attachment to 
experiment and change, have involved 
within their compoſition. ſo, much com- 
plexity and novelty, that to adopt 
ſame would be in effect not only wan- 
tonly to overthrow the charitable. . 
tem of public education, hitherto 
wiſely encouraged by. Parliament, but 
alſo to divert the grants of individuals 
into new and foreign channels, by i in- 
corporating and confounding the re- 
venues of ſome of our. moſt uſeful 
public inſtitutions, for the avowed 
purpoſe. of creating A fund, which if 
once. applied, in the manner they re- 
commend, maſt tend unavoidably to 
the 


* 
A 
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Cen 


the kopien of choſe proteſtant nut- 


ſeries, to Which government has ſo 
long extended their protection, and 


militate directly with the expreſs in- 
tention of the donors, by whoſe fur- 


ther aid they have been countenanced 


and kept on foot; | and in this laſt 


point of view Mr. Orde's plan will on 
examination be found principally de- 
fective; more eſpecially, as the ſucceſs 
of this and every other ſcheme muſt 
at beſt be precarious, which derives i its 
efficacy from innovation and change, 
ſo that it is to be feared that the ſcheme 


r ſyſtem. laid down by this gentle; 


man for trial, notwithſtanding the bril- 
liancy of the meaſure, will eventually 
be found ill-ſuited to the ſtate of this 
country, and moreover the expenſe re- 
_ quired for the ſupport of thoſe inſti- 
tutions, the ſubject of his conſider- 
ation, ſo very undefined and enor- 
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mous, as to deter the legiſlature from 
an undertaking of ſuch magnitude. 
From theſe and other cauſes, Which I 
Wight addure; J again repeat it, that 
it would indeed be a bold and adven- 
_tukous proceed ing at this day, to ha- 
Zard an expedient, that in the end 
might overturn the general ſyſtem of 
public education, Which for a ſeries 
of years Has taken ſuch firm root in 
this country, and to ſubſtitute in the 
1 thereof a new and imaginary 
fyſtem, planned perhaps in fancy and 
experiment, founded 61 innovation 
and novelty, or dictated in the giddy 
moments of enthuſiaſm; I have pur- 
"poſt ely uſed the word entbufaſn here, 
inaſmuch as Mr. Orde himſelf, to 
whom the public are ſo much indebted 
for His many uſeful obſervations on 


BB the ſudject 0 of 6liicition, from his 
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abundant zeal in ſo national a concern, 
; confeſſes himſelf to be guided i in ſome 
meaſure by its influence, as we ſee in 
the following expreſſions of this deſery- 
ing charaQter:—* If (ſays he) I ſhould 
« ſuffer my 1 mind to be hurried away by 


© the enthuſiaſm with which it is in- 
e ſpired, and ſhould take. my flight 


6 through all the regions of claſſic 


“ imagery, to draw reſources from 
ideal conyerſe with antient ſages, 


oy 


* 


and inſtructors of the olden times, 
< even I could put forth a pinion of 
« ſtrength, ſufficient to bear me aloft 
% above the limits of an humble 
« ſphere; I ſhall therefore purpoſely 
« deſcend from the winged courſers of 
the air,” &c.—I come now to take 


a ſummary view of the principal parts 
of this plan, which is with much de- 


lerence ſubmitted by me to public con- 
 fideration ; 
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Gderation ; in doing which, it is not 
my intention to derogate from the 
merits of thoſe who have gone before 
me, and whoſe attention to the ſubject 
of education deſervedly entitles them 
to the thanks of the community; ſuch 
being alrogether foreign to my ſenti- 
ments, my only object being to unite 
with them in the common ſervice of 
the public, by ſuggeſting ſuch obſer- 
vations on the ſubject of education, as 
poſſibly may deſerve the notice of the 
legiſlature; when they ſhall in their 
wiſdom be diſpoſed to examine into, 
and inveſtigate ſo important a fubject. 
The firſt, therefore, and material buſi- 
neſs of this plan, is moſt earneſtly to 
preſs the neceſſity of erecting and adopt- 
ing thoſe new ſchools, which I have 
purpoſely diſtinguiſhed by the name of 
Provincial Schools; and I am here hap- 


py 


13 
py to avow, that the experience of the 
preſent day proves demonſtrably the 
great utility of the meaſure; inaſmuch 
as the members of both Houſes of Par- 
liament muſt all have witneſſed in turn, 
the good effects already produced by 
the adoption of Sunday Schools, 
which have been lately inſtituted and 
ſet on foot in this country, by the hu- 
mane and benevolent aid of individu- 
als: If then ſeminaries of this kind, 
the greateſt part whereof merely con- 
ſult the education of poor children, 
have been attended with ſo great ſuc- 
ceſs and advantage, of how much more 
national importance muſt that inſtitu- 
tion be, which beſides the plan of edu- 
cation inculcated thereby, provides al- 


ſo for the maintenance and ſupport of 


wretched orphans, and others of vari- 
| ous perſuaſions, who otherwiſe would 
- be caſt upon the world, ſurrounded on 


all - 


LET © 

all ſides by temptation, and ſtimulated 
by the prefling importunity of want, 
| to become the aſſociates of ignominy 
| and vice Next to Provincial Schools, 
thoſe inſtitutions fo long known by the 
name of Dioceſan Schools, immediately 
under the direction of Parliament, have 
engaged my attention; ; and with reſ- 
pe to theſe laſt, che arrangements and 
improvements I have recommended, 1 

have an humble hope will be found of 
great national concern, amongſt which 
4 conſider not the leaſt, the appointing 
of governors to each as in the caſe 
f Provincial Schools, 1A -meaſure hi- 
5 therto overlooked and neglected, but 
which cannot, fail of being attended 
with the moſt. public advantages; ; 
the annual correſpondence and in- 
tercourſe by chis means eſtabliſhed 
between ſuch governors and Parlia- 
at, as well 4 > the intimate know- 
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ledge thence to be derived and comy 
municated to government, as to the 
accurate ſtate of the management, œco- 


nomy and revenues of each ſchool, beſt 


ſpeak the utility of this meaſure.— To 
ſum up the whole, it is ſubmitted that 
the appointment of examiners from 


amongſt the Junior Fellows, or at leaſt 


. from amongſt that particular claſs of 


ſtudents who have graduated in our 


Univerſity; and diſtinguiſhedt themſelves 


as candidates, in the manner already 


mentioned, muſt. operate effectually to- 
wards the promoting a laudable ſpirit 
of induſtry and emulation amongſt the 
ſeveral claſſes of ſcholars belonging to 
theſe inſtitutions, eſpecially when it 1s 


conſidered. that merit will always be 


ſure to be diſtinguiſhed and rewarded, 
a proper degree of competition diffuſed 


and n and the bounty of Par- 


liament, 


1 
Hament, as well as of the ſeveral donors, 
communicated through the moſt pure 
and honourable channels.—Could I flat- 
ter myſelf, without! incurring the cen- 
| ſure of dictating, or without preſum- 
ing to recommend a fixed plan, to 
which no exceptions were likely to be 
made, that any of the improvements 
or hints ſuggeſted by the preſent in- 
quiry ſhall at a future period of time 
be found of ſufficient moment to at- 
tract the notice of Parliament, my moſt 
ſanguine expectations would be fully 
anſwered : The many valuable bene- 
fits which are ſure to flow to the com- 
munity by promoting and forwarding 
a general ſyſtem of national education, 


muſt ever operate as a ſtimulative to 
the diſintereſted mind ; for who would 
not voluntarily engage in ſo laudable 
a purſuit? e when the conſider- 
; ation, 
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ation of being even a remote inſtrument 
in ſo arduous an undertaking, muſt 
fully compenſate every effort exerciſed. ' 
to accompliſh ſo deſirable a ſyſtem, | 


which if once effected, the reputation 


of this country would neceſſarily be 
enhanced in the eſtimation of ſtrangers, 
wealth and commerce, derived from 


the rich and powerful ſources of induſ- 
try and education, would fertilize the 
ſoil where ſuch inſtitutions flouriſhed ; 
the children of the poor would hence- 
forward be made uſeful and virtuous 


members of ſociety, men in the mid- 


dle claſs of life be enabled to give their 
children a compleat and liberal educa- 


tion, and the ſons of our nobility be 


initiated and inſtructed in the different 
branches of literature and refinement; 

ſo that, whether we conſider the pro- 

teſlant Charter Schools, the new Pro- 
E vincial 


F 
vincial Schools, the firſt object indiſ. 
penſably to be attended to, and which 
forms a principal and leading feature 
in this plan, or the other improvements 
which it is humbly hoped will be 
found worthy of conſideration, and 
which more particularly regard the 
management of the ſeveral Dioceſan : 
Schools in this kingdom, learning and 


_ induſtry will be ſeen to go hand in 


hand, thouſands be taught to bleſs 
thoſe from whoſe bounty and libera- 
lity ſuch gifts have flowed to ſociety ; 
the poor and deſerted become the 
adopted children of the ſtate, from 
whoſe hands, and under whoſe direc- 
tion, they are taught to receive their 
education and ſupport; learning, by 
the like happy expedient, would be 
brought home to the doors of thoſe, 
whoſe diſtance from the capital, added 
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to the expenſe, would render it impoſ- 
 fible for them to afford the like advan- 
tages to their children; a due fubmif- _ 
non to government would pervade alt 
ranks of men; nurſeries would. ocga- 
| fionally, be eſtabliſhed, to ſupply th 
fainting arts, and drooping manufac- 
tures ; fociety be repleniſhed with a 
. generous ſpirit of activity and induſ- 
try; and plenty, ariſing from popula- 
tion and em ployment, enrich the coun- 


| try that gave birth 1 to Ticks inſtice- 
tions. | 
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